Baptism of Our Lord

January 7, 2024
10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you add
your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center aisle.
Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become familiar with
our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation with our
ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here at St.
Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of
truth, wind sweeping over the waters. C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P: God, our rock and refuge,

C: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always
loved you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have
not always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your
covenant. Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your
good news to all. Amen.

P: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is

now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of = Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. You are God’s beloved. C: Amen.

*OPENING HYMN As with Gladness Men of Old ELW # 302

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.



*KYRIE

ELW # S203
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1 Have mer-cy on
2 Have mer-cy on
3 Have mer-cy on
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us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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Re - new us

with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate

come to hear your liv-ing word;

it

in

saves us from de - spair.

out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

us new hearts!

*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God ELW # S204a
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I Glo-ry be w0 God in heav-en; peace, good-will to  all the earth,
2 Glo-ry be to Chrstfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, o you we call;
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in faith we name you, God most high, yet

Might-y God of all
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a - dore you, we [lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to  save us; now youreign at  God's right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-1t, in the Fa-ther's splen-dor bright.
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an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

firm we stand.

God on high!
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ...Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves
over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that
we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5
!In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there
was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from
the darkness. °God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning, the first day.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 29 (read responsively)
LAscribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
?Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
°The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the ce-dars of Lebanon;
°the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
¥The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LoRD all are crying, “Glory!”
9The LoRrb sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- evermore.
10 LoRD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.



SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7

'While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came
to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive
the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 37" he said, “Into what then were you
baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” *Paul said, “John baptized
with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” °On hearing this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. ®When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit
came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—'altogether there
were about twelve of them.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW # S 205a
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Al - le-lu - i1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

*Gospel: Mark 1:4-11
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. >And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. °®Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed,
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8l have baptized you with water; but he

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”



°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in
the Jordan. 1°And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. **!And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HoMILY Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways ACS # 916
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1 Down Gal - i - lee’s slow road-ways a strang-er trav-eled on

2 A - rs-ing from the riv - er he saw the heav-ens torn;
3 We too have found a road-way; it led us to this place.
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from Naz - a - reth to Jor - dan to be  bap-tized by John.

it seemed the sky so o - pen re - vealed the Spir-it’s form.
We all have had to trav - el in search of hope and grace.
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He went down to the wa - ters like sol - dier, scribe, and slave,
The ho - ly dove de - scend-ed a - mid a  glo - rious voice:
But now be - side this wa - ter a - gain a voice is heard.
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but there with-in the riv - er the sign was birth and grave.
“You are my own be - lov - ed, my child, my heart, my choice.”
“You are my own, my cho - sen, be - lov - ed of your Lord.”

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: MERLE’S TUNE, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Music © 1983 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

*APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on
the church, the world, and all of creation.

A: Inspire wisdom and a spirit of proclamation in your church, God of forgiveness.
Uplift leaders to share the truth of your word in community. Encourage us to live
into the promises of baptism, working for justice and peace in all the world. God
of grace, C: receive our prayer.

A: Renew your creation, God of thunder and mighty waters. Restore the rivers in
which your children are baptized. May fields flourish and grow. Summon the
stewards and caretakers of the land to cherish your good works. God of grace, C:
receive our prayer.

A: Give strength to your leaders, God who is present in every country and community.
Raise up leaders committed to equity and healing. Grant them discernment and
compassion as they lead in love. God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

A: Protect and cherish the most vulnerable among us, God of strength. Accompany
those separated from family or hurting from broken relationships. Shelter our
unhoused neighbors and any experiencing poverty. Protect those incarcerated in
prisons and detention centers. Care for the sick and suffering. God of grace, C:
receive our prayer.

A: Encourage this congregation, God who calls and sends disciples. Guide us in
accompanying, learning from, and serving our neighbors on the margins,
following the example of Jesus. God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

A: Trusting the assurance of the Holy Spirit, we remember all who have died and rest
in God’s care. Give hope to those who grieve even as we rest in your eternal
promise of resurrection. God of grace, C: receive our prayer.



P: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray... Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In
bread and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what
we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing
our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should
give way to his own brilliant light.

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:



*SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.

He is your Light, shining in our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given

for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, therefore,

his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his promise to come again, we
await that day when all the universe will rejoice in your holy and life-giving
light.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.

*LORD'S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S208
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
*INVITATION
P: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see.
COMMUNION HYMN When Jesus Came to Jordan ELW # 305



*BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray... Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s
body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now
and forever. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION
P: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in

you, F bless you and remain with you always. C: Amen.
*SENDING SONG Baptized in Water ELW # 456

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #5B105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
George’s dad, Bill Donnelly from Martie and George Gilbert.

Serving God and Us
Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Melissa Fetzer
Our Lector — Jane Hoenstine
Our Acolytes — Gabby Decker, Lily Lightner, Lucy Lightner
Our Usher — Steve Oswalt
Our Altar Guild — Jane Fagans
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

First Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Local Needs”




Installation of our 2024 Council Members

Pastor Rev. Traci Marriott
President Martie Gilbert
Vice President Greg Haffling
Secretary Carla Brumbaugh
Treasurer Beth Garner
Property Ed Kreider
Christian Ed. Jean Sinal
Evangelism Vacant
Stewardship Vacant

Finance Vacant

Social Ministry Vacant

Worship & Music Tina Harclerode
Staff Support Vacant

This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Wed. 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Jen — Mon. — Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
This Week Events
Today — Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service with installation of 2024 Council 10:30 a.m.
Monday — Worship & Music Meeting 6:00 p.m. Zoom
Tuesday — Council Meeting Window Room / Zoom 6:30 p.m.
Saturday —  Memorial Service for Pastor Ed Harshbarger
10:00 am Visitation
11:00 am Service
Meal following service in Fellowship Hall
Sunday — Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Carl Alexy, Vivian Beach, Fred
Brandenberg, Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson,
Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Janet Kreider, Ginny Sell, Bill Stahl.



Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Randy Barrett, Caleb, Diane Cappel, Ted
Chipperfield, Phillip Claar, Dave Clayton, Greg Comer, Terry & Cathy Creek, Greg
Dick, Brian Fleck, Ron Focht, Jim Fritz, LJ Gilbert, Brenda Harley & Family,
Rodger Hoover, Marilyn Horton, Baby James, Darren Kreutzer, Linda Lehman,
Carrie Lively, Kristen Malloy, Ruth Marshall, Karrie McCall & Family, Betty
McDowell, Rick Mcintyre, Aunt Mica, Carl Miner, Charles Minnick & Family,
Nathan, Deb Peters, Bob & Annette Ritchey, Paul Ruth, Dennis Smith (Lock Mtn.)

Denny Smith (Shelly Hill), Cindy Thomas, Tiffany Townsend, Drew Wenzel, Craig
Werner, Jean White, Joel Widmann, Pete Williams, Pat Winston, Tom Woodrow,
Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Camryn Gates, Elizabeth Haffling,
Jeff Hoenstine.

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer,
Nathan Smith (Germany).

Pastor Ed’s Memorial Service
A Memorial Service will be held for Pastor Ed Harshbarger here at St. Matthew
Lutheran Church, on January 13, 2024 at 11AM. Family will receive visitors starting
at 10AM. There will be a meal following the service in the Fellowship Hall. In lieu
of flowers, a monetary donation may be made to Camp Sequanota, PO Box 245,
Jennerstown, PA 15547.

The 2024 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board.
Altar Flowers are a perfect way to remember loved ones. Please sign
up now for the Sunday you wish to place flowers on the Altar. Price-
$40.00.




If you plan to attend Shabbat Tzedek, please let Pastor Traci know so she can add
your name to Temple Beth Israel's guest list for security purposes.

| Martinsburg Food Pantry |

Volunteers from St. Matthew will be helping and assisting in the
distribution of food on Thursday January 18 from 9:00 until 11:00
a.m. If you would like to help, please let Elaine Buchart know for

any of these dates.

January items most needed are: Sunny D—40 0z Drink, Ravioli, Pasta Sides, Personal Items
(Toothpaste), Cleaning Supplies (Detergent)

Our thanks to all who have contributed food, supplies, or monetary donations during this past
year! We ask for your continued support and prayers in serving needy families in 2024.

Linda K. Smith




Church Messenger

The January 2024 Messenger is now available at the St. Matthew Website
(stmatthewlc.com), and on your recent Email message from St. Matthew by using
the link listed in the body of the message. A paper copy of the Messenger is available
in the news rack in the church Narthex. By calling the church office at (814-793-
2413), you can request a paper copy to be sent by mail to your home. Do not hesitate
to call the church office if you need help in securing a copy of the Messenger. Your
readership and articles are always appreciated.

Snow Camp 2024

"Sabbath in the Snow"

Friday-Sunday, February 2-4
Camp Sequanota, Jennerstown PA
6th - 12th Grade

Games, Crafts, Food, Sledding, Worship, & Learning

Accommodations in Sequanota’s Winterized Cabins
Register from December 15 to January 20 at www.sequanota.com

Families are asked to pay $10; St. Matthew will cover the rest. |

Lo 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering
A%ll“l |1 Please speak with Pastor Traci if you have any interest in attending
ot s~ the 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering July 16-20, 2024 in New Orleans.



*OPENING HYMN As with Gladness Men of Old ELW # 302
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As with glad - ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;

1
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly  bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’nand earth a - dore;

so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at  last
thou its light, its joy, its crown,thou its sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will -ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’'n-ly king.

where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - 1as to our king.

Text: William C. Dix, 1837—-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872



*HYMN OF THE DAY

Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways

ACS # 916
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1 Down Gal - i - lee’s slow road-ways a strang-er trav-eled on
2 A - rs-ing from the riv - er he saw the heav-ens torn;
3 We too have found a road-way; it led us to this place.
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from Naz - a - reth to Jor - dan to be  bap-tized by John.
it seemed the sky so o - pen re - vealed the Spir-it’s form.
We all have had to trav - el in search of hope and grace.
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He went down to the wa - ters like sol - dier, scribe, and slave,
The ho - ly dove de - scend-ed a - mid a glo - rious voice:
But now ©be - side this wa - ter a - gain a voice is heard.
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but there with-in the riv - er the sign was birth and grave.
“You are my own be - lov - ed, my child, my heart, my choice.”
“You are my own, my cho - sen, be - lov - ed of your Lord.”

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: MERLE’S TUNE, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Music © 1983 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




COMMUNION HYMN When Jesus Came to Jordan ELW # 305
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1 When Je - sus came to Jor - dan to be bap-tized by  John,
2 He came to share temp - ta - tion, our ut - most woe and loss,
3 Come, Ho - ly Spir - it, aid us to keep the vows we  make;
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he did not come for par - don but as the Sin-less One.
for us and our sal - va - tion to die up - on the cross.
this ver -y day in - vade us, and ev-’ry bond-age break.
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He came to share re - pen - tance with all who mourn their sins,
So when the dove de - scend-ed on him, the Son of  Man,
Come, give our lives di - rec - tion, the  gift we <cov-et most:
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to  speak the wvi - tal sen - tence with  which good news be - gins.
the hid - den years had end - ed, the age of gracebe - gan.
to  share the res - ur - rec - tion that leads to Pen-te - cost

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: KING'S LYNN, English folk tune
Text @ 1980 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*SENDING SONG

Baptized in Water

ELW # 456
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1 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, cleansed by the
2 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it dead in the
3 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, marked with the
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blood of Christ our king: heirs of sal - va - tion, trust-ing his
tomb with  Christ our king: one with his ris - ing, freed and for -
sign of Christ our king: born of the Spir - it, we are God’s
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prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



