
Third Sunday after Epiphany  

January 21, 2024 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

 

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you add 

your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center aisle. 

Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become familiar with 

our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation with our 

ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here at St. 

Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  Even So, Lord Jesus, Come  Composer William J. Gaither 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of 

truth, wind sweeping over the waters. C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

P: God, our rock and refuge, 

C: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always 

loved you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have 

not always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your 

covenant. Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your 

good news to all. Amen. 

P: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is 

now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. You are God’s beloved. C: Amen. 

*OPENING HYMN  Jesus, Come! For We Invite You    ELW # 312 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 

  



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God ELW # S204a 

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray …Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your 

service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10, 4:1-4 
1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah 

set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh 

was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into 

the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh 

shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 

proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 



10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 

his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he 

did not do it. 
1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the 

LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own 

country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a 

gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and 

relenting from punishment. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, 

for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right for 

you to be angry?” 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 139: 62:5-12 (read responsively) 

 5For God alone I wait in silence; 

  truly, my hope is in God. 

 6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 

  my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 

 7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 

  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

 8Put your trust in God always, O people, 

  pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge. 

 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be 

trusted. 

  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 

 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 

  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

 11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 

  that power belongs to God. 

 12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 

  for you repay all according to their deeds. 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 

those who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as 

though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not 

rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who 

deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of 

this world is passing away. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW # S 205a 

 

*Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 

repent, and believe in the good news.” 

 

 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 

casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, 

“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their 

nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 

and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he 

called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and 

followed him. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY  Pastor Traci 

  



*HYMN OF THE DAY  You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore ELW # 817 

*APOSTLES’ CREED  

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on 

the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A: God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. We trust you 

never abandon your promises to the most vulnerable among us. Give your church 

wisdom and empathy in its varied ministries. God of grace, C: receive our prayer. 

A: God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our care of oceans 

and all creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable for actions that endanger 

water sources and the people who depend on them. God of grace, C: receive our 

prayer. 

A: God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be a model to the leaders of our 

nation and the world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice and 

truth. God of grace, C: receive our prayer. 

A: God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of assault and sexual abuse and 

sustain all who minister to them. Keep safe any who live under threat of violence, 

those living in poverty, and any among us who are ill or in pain. God of grace, C: 

receive our prayer. 

A: God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the good news, 

empower us and this faith community to be open to your call. When we are 

uncertain of your call, assure us. When we have strayed from your ways, redirect 

us. God of grace, C: receive our prayer. 



A: God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you welcome them 

into your care. Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our hope in your 

salvation. God of grace, C: receive our prayer. 

P: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent 

prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. C: Amen. 

*THE PEACE   

P: The peace of the LORD be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting  

that is comfortable for both you and them. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;  

we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us: 

A: Let us pray… Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In 

bread and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what 

we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. C: Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing 

our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should 

give way to his own brilliant light. 

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

  



*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord  ELW # S207 

 
 

 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. 

By your powerful word you created all things.  

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 

 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 

He is your Light, shining in our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  



Remembering, therefore, 

his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his promise to come again, we 

await that day when all the universe will rejoice in your holy and life-giving 

light. 

 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 

we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen. 

*LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

*THE AGNUS DEI    Lamb of God   ELW # S208 

 

*INVITATION 

P: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see. 

COMMUNION HYMN Now We Join in Celebration ELW # 462 

  



*BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. C: Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray… Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s 

body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now 

and forever. C: Amen. 

*BENEDICTION 

P: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in 

you, ☩ bless you and remain with you always. C: Amen. 

*SENDING SONG  O Lord, Now Let Your Servant ELW # 313 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   Ye Holy Angels Bright   Arranger Franklin Ritter 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031 

Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and 

 that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media. 
 

Serving God and Us 

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott  

Our Organists – Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree 

Our Missionary Family – Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings 

Our Administrative Assistant – Jen Ripka 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant – Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Phil Claar 

Our Assisting Minister – Amanda Decker 

Our Lector – Jean Sinal 

Our Acolyte – Ben Decker 

Our Usher – Randy McGraw 

Our Altar Guild – Jane Fagans 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

First Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Local Needs” 



This Week at St. Matthew: 

814-793-2413: Office Hours  

Pastor Traci – Wed. 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Jen – Mon. – Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

This Week Events  

 Today –  Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

  Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 

 Tuesday –  Knotty Ladies, Quilting Room,12:30-3:00 p.m.  

 Wednesday –  Employee Meeting, Fellowship Hall,10:00 a.m.  

 Sunday –  Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

  Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 

 

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Carl Alexy, Vivian Beach, Fred 

Brandenberg, Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, 

Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Janet Kreider, Ginny Sell, Bill Stahl.  

 

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Randy Barrett, Caleb, Diane Cappel, Ted 

Chipperfield, Phillip Claar, Dave Clayton, Greg Comer, Terry & Cathy Creek, Greg 

Dick, Brian Fleck, Ron Focht, Jim Fritz, LJ Gilbert, Brenda Harley & Family, 

Rodger Hoover, Marilyn Horton, Baby James, Darren Kreutzer, Linda Lehman, 

Carrie Lively, Kristen Malloy, Ruth Marshall, Karrie McCall & Family, Betty 

McDowell, Rick McIntyre, Aunt Mica, Carl Miner, Charles Minnick & Family, 

Nathan, Deb Peters, Bob & Annette Ritchey, Paul Ruth, Denny Smith (Shelly Hill), 

Jean Stonerook, Cindy Thomas, Tiffany Townsend, Drew Wenzel, Craig Werner, 

Jean White, Joel Widmann, Pete Williams, Pat Winston, Tom Woodrow, Jody 

Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings. 

Away at School: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Camryn Gates, Elizabeth Haffling, 

Jeff Hoenstine. 

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer, 

Nathan Smith (Germany). 

  



Listening Session Invitation 

At our 2022 Synod Assembly, we forwarded a memorial to the Churchwide 

Assembly which resulted in the Commission for a Renewed Lutheran Church 

(CRLC) being formed. The CRLC has been meeting and working toward outcomes 

outlined in the memorial. Now, they want to hear from you. The Allegheny Synod 

has scheduled a Listening Session on Tuesday, January 30. There are two times 

scheduled: 11:00 am and 7:00 pm. The Listening Session will be held via Zoom and 

the link will be sent to anyone who registers. This is free and open to any member 

of the Allegheny Synod. Register by clicking this link: 

https://forms.gle/SizoALuVQgBZHt91A 

 

The 2024 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board. 

Altar Flowers are a perfect way to remember loved ones. Please sign up 

now for the Sunday you wish to place flowers on the Altar. There are 

still many Sundays available. Price-$40.00. 

 

Martinsburg Food Pantry 
 

Volunteers from Salem United Church of Christ, along with the regular volunteers, 

will be assisting with distribution of food on Thursdays, February 1 and February 

15, from 9:00a.m. until 11:00a.m. 

 

The items most needed are:  Beverages, Pasta Sides, Ravioli, Kidney Beans, and 

Paper Towels. 

 

Many thanks to those that helped at the two Thursdays in January:  Ron Carnell, 

Sarah Detwiler,  Gloria Guyer, Connie Lamborn, Peggy Steinfurth and Audrey 

Stern!  Also, appreciated were the monetary gifts from St. Matthew members! 

 

Linda Smith  
 

  

https://forms.gle/SizoALuVQgBZHt91A


Church Messenger 
The January 2024 Messenger is now available at the St. Matthew Website 

(stmatthewlc.com), and on your recent Email message from St. Matthew by using 

the link listed in the body of the message. A paper copy of the Messenger is available 

in the news rack in the church Narthex. By calling the church office at (814-793-

2413), you can request a paper copy to be sent by mail to your home. Do not hesitate 

to call the church office if you need help in securing a copy of the Messenger. Your 

readership and articles are always appreciated.  

 

2024 ELCA Youth Gathering 
Please speak with Pastor Traci if you have any interest in attending 

the 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering July 16-20, 2024 in New Orleans. 
 



*OPENING HYMN  Jesus, Come! For We Invite You    ELW # 312 

 

 

  



*HYMN OF THE DAY  You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore ELW # 817 

 



COMMUNION HYMN Now We Join in Celebration ELW # 462 

  



*SENDING SONG  O Lord, Now Let Your Servant ELW # 313 

 


