Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

January 28, 2024
10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you add
your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center aisle.
Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become familiar with
our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation with our
ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here at St.
Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Immortal Love, Forever Full Composer William V. Wallace

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of
truth, wind sweeping over the waters. C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P: God, our rock and refuge,

C: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always
loved you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have
not always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your
covenant. Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your
good news to all. Amen.

P: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is

now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ++ Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. You are God’s beloved. C: Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ELW # 834

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God ELW # S204a
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I Glo-ry be w0 God in heav-en; peace, good-will to  all the earth,

2 Glo-ry be to Chrstfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, o you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav'n a - bove;
Ho - Iy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to  save us; now youreign at  God's right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-1t, in the Fa-ther's splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you: here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ...Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant
presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all
that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and
know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20

[Moses said:] *>The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you
requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you
said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great
fire, I will die.” Y'Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have
said. 181 will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; |
will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything



that I command. *Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak
in my name, | myself will hold accountable. 2°But any prophet who speaks in the
name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that | have not
commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PsALM 111 (read responsively)
'Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
’Great are your works, O LORD,
pondered by all who delight in them.
3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds,
and your righteousness endures forever.
*You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.
>You give food to those who fear you,
remembering forever your covenant.
®You have shown your people the power of your works
in giving them the lands of the nations.
"The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
all of your precepts are sure.
8They stand fast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.
%Y ou sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;
holy and awesome is your name.
9T he fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures
forever.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

!Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know
something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God
Is known by him.

“Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the
world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” °Indeed, even though there
may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and
many lords—°®yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and
for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and



through whom we exist.

"It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become
so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered
to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8‘Food will not bring us
close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. °But
take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to
the weak. 1°For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of
an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point
of eating food sacrificed to idols? *So by your knowledge those weak believers for
whom Christ died are destroyed. 2But when you thus sin against members of your
family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against
Christ. ¥ Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, | will never eat meat, so that |
may not cause one of them to fall.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW # S 205a
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

*Gospel: Mark 1:21-28
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

?1[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he
entered the synagogue and taught.??They were astounded at his teaching, for he
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 22Just then there was in
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, ?*and he cried out, “What have you to
do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are,
the Holy One of God.” ?But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of



him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came
out of him. ?’They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is
this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and
they obey him.” 2At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding
region of Galilee.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HoMILY Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW # 886

*APOSTLES’ CREED

P:
C

Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

. | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on
the church, the world, and all of creation.

Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and authority
builds up your church in love. May all church leaders and teachers honor your
instruction and model your inclusive ways. God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

: Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and clear,

natural spaces are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit to thoughtful
care of the earth. God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

: Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community leadership,

that they lead with honor and mindfulness. May they remember their covenants
and be upright in their ways. God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

: Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have known

rejection, any who struggle with long-term illness or chronic pain, those without
access to safe housing or health care, and any who suffer. God of grace, C: receive
our prayer.



A: Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and musicians, for
its educators and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for those in need and to
live out your example of accompaniment, gospel witness, and love. God of grace,
C: receive our prayer.

A: Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and companions
in the church and in our lives. We trust that all who have died rest in your loving
care. God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

P: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray... Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In
bread and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what
we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing
our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should
give way to his own brilliant light.

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:



*SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord

ELW # 5207
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.

By your powerful word you created all things.

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.

He is your Light, shining in our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his
promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in your
holy and life-giving light. By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with
this heavenly food, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your
Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.

*LORD'S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S208
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
*INVITATION

P: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see.

COMMUNION HYMN

*BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether ELW # 470



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray... Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s
body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now
and forever. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION
P: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in

you, F bless you and remain with you always. C: Amen.
*SENDING SONG Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW # 310

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Sing With Gladness Composer Chester Nordman

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #5B105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
our dad, Donald Smith from Lottie Ebersole, Cindy Snyder and Family.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Tina Harclerode
Our Lector — Steve Oswalt
Our Acolyte — Norah Kuster
Our Usher — Dennis Smith
Our Altar Guild — Jane Fagans
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

First Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Local Needs”




This Week at St. Matthew:
814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Wed. 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Jen — Mon. — Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
This Week Events
Today — Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Monday — Social Ministry Committee Meeting, Zoom Only, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday — Knotty Ladies, Quilting Room,12:30-3:00 p.m.
Sunday — Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Carl Alexy, Vivian Beach, Fred
Brandenberg, Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson,
Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Janet Kreider, Ginny Sell, Bill Stahl.

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Randy Barrett, Elaine Buchart, Caleb, Diane
Cappel, Ted Chipperfield, Phillip Claar, Dave Clayton, Greg Comer, Terry & Cathy
Creek, Greg Dick, Brian Fleck, Ron Focht, Jim Fritz, LJ Gilbert, Brenda Harley &
Family, Rodger Hoover, Marilyn Horton, Baby James, Alex Klotz, Darren Kreutzer,
Linda Lehman, Carrie Lively, Kristen Malloy, Ruth Marshall, Karrie McCall &
Family, Betty McDowell, Rick Mclintyre, Aunt Mica, Carl Miner, Charles Minnick
& Family, Nathan, Deb Peters, Bob & Annette Ritchey, Paul Ruth, Denny Smith
(Shelly Hill), Doug Smith, Jean Stonerook, Cindy Thomas, Tiffany Townsend, Drew
Wenzel, Craig Werner, Jean White, Joel Widmann, Pete Williams, Pat Winston,
Tom Woodrow, Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s
wings.

Away at School: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Camryn Gates, Elizabeth Haffling,
Jeff Hoenstine.

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer,
Nathan Smith (Germany).




Listening Session Invitation
At our 2022 Synod Assembly, we forwarded a memorial to the Churchwide
Assembly which resulted in the Commission for a Renewed Lutheran Church
(CRLC) being formed. The CRLC has been meeting and working toward outcomes
outlined in the memorial. Now, they want to hear from you. The Allegheny Synod
has scheduled a Listening Session on Tuesday, January 30. There are two times
scheduled: 11:00 am and 7:00 pm. The Listening Session will be held via Zoom and
the link will be sent to anyone who registers. This is free and open to any member
of the Allegheny Synod. Register by clicking this link:
https://forms.gle/SizoALUVQgBZHt91A

The 2024 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board.
Altar Flowers are a perfect way to remember loved ones. Please sign up
now for the Sunday you wish to place flowers on the Altar. There are
still many Sundays available. Price-$40.00.

|| Martinsburg Food Pantry \
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t Volunteers from Salem United Church of Christ, along with ¢

:w' the regular volunteers, will be assisting with distribution of @ 2 t
- food on Thursdays, February 1 and February 15, from “ -‘b
9:00a.m. until 11:00a.m. L —

The items most needed are: Beverages, Pasta Sides, Ravioli, Kidney Beans, and
Paper Towels.

Many thanks to those that helped at the two Thursdays in January: Ron Carnell,
Sarah Detwiler, Lottie Ebersole, Gloria Guyer, Connie Lamborn, Peggy
Steinfurth and Audrey Stern! Also, appreciated were the monetary gifts from St.
Matthew members!

Linda Smith



https://forms.gle/SizoALuVQgBZHt91A

Church Messenger

The January 2024 Messenger is now available at the St. Matthew Website
(stmatthewlc.com), and on your recent Email message from St. Matthew by using
the link listed in the body of the message. A paper copy of the Messenger is available
in the news rack in the church Narthex. By calling the church office at (814-793-
2413), you can request a paper copy to be sent by mail to your home. Do not hesitate
to call the church office if you need help in securing a copy of the Messenger. Your
readership and articles are always appreciated.

Office Closure During Inclement Weather
On days that the Spring Cove School District cancels or delays

instruction due to weather, the church office will be closed as well. In
the event of an emergency, Pastor Traci can be reached at 814-935-
9237.



*OPENING HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ELW # 834
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1 Im - mor-tal, in - wvis - 1 - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry; thou dwell -est  in light;
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n light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor  want-ing, nor  wast-ing, thou rul - est in might;
n all life thou liv - est, the true life of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing their sight;
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy Jus - tice like  moun-tains high soar - ing a bove
we blos - som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,
all laud we would ren - der; oh, help us to see
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al - might - v, vic - to - rious, thy great name we  praise!
thy  clouds which are foun-tains  of good - ness and  love.
and with - er and per - ish,  but naught chang-eth  thee.
tis on - ly the splen-dor of light  hid - eth thee!

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 18241908, alt.
Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional



*HYMN OF THE DAY Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW # 886
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem - er’s praise,
2 My gra- cious Mas -ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t’'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to  spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: Azmon, Carl G. Gliser, 1784—1829: arr. Lowell Mason, 1792—-1872

Duplication 1n any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator,

Text: Cesédreo Gabardin, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946

Music: PESCADOR DE HOMBRES, Cesdreo Gabardin

Spanish and English text and music © 1979 Ceséreo Gabardin, OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



COMMUNION HYMN

Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether

ELW#470
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I Draw us n the Spir-it’s teth - er, for when hum -  bly
2 As dis - ¢i - ples used to gath - er in the name of
3 All  our meals and all our liv - ing makeas sac - ra -
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in your  name two or three are met to - geth er,
Christ to sup, then with thanks to God the giv er
ments of you, that by car - ing, help-ing, giv ing,
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you are n the  midst them. Al-le - lu ia!
break the bread and bless cup, Al-le - Iu ia!
we may Dbe dis - ¢c1 - ples true. Al-le - lu 1a!
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Al-le - lu - 1ia! Touch we now your gar - ment’s hem.
Al -1lg¢ - lu - ia! so now bind our friend - ship up.
Al -le - lu - ial We will serve with  faith a - new.

Text: Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936, alt.

Music: UNION SEMINARY, Harold Friedell, 1905-1958
Text © Oxford University Press 1931. Used by permission.
Music © 1957, 1985 H. W. Gray, admin. CPP/Belwin. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*SENDING SONG Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW # 310
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man -1 - fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su - preme;
3 Man -1 - fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint- ing soul;
4 Qrant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres - ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -1 - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest 1in thy God-head man -1 - fest;
man -1 - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
graceto 1m - 1 - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branchof roy - al Da-vid’s stem in  thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
man - 1 - fest in pow’r di - vine, chang-ing wa - ter 1in - to wineg;
man - 1 - fest in gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at  thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an-thems be  to  thee ad-dressed, - e
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, GOg I flesh made man-1 - ek

and may praise thee, ev - er blest,

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702



