Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

February 13, 2022

8:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary

In response to current case numbers and in an
effort to continue being able to worship in person, we request
that everyone mask when inside the building regardless of
vaccination status.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us
by name. C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Most merciful God,

C we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We
have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we
expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept
our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left
undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead
us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect
your love for all creation. Amen.

P Rejoice in this good news: In =& Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are
descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors
of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. C Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray ... Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the
poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives
make known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C Amen



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 17:5-10

>Thus says the LORD: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere
flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the LORD. They shall be like a
shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the
parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.

"Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. 8They shall be like
a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when
heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.

°The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse— who can understand it? I
the LORD test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1 (To be read responsively.)

'Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in
the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on God’s teaching
day and night.

3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.

41t is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

STherefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the sinner
in the council of the righteous.

°For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall
be destroyed.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20

?’Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is
no resurrection of the dead? “3If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has
not been raised; *and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in
vain and your faith has been in vain. **We are even found to be misrepresenting God,
because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true
that the dead are not raised. ‘°For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been
raised. 1/If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.
8Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 1°If for this life only we have
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

L The word of the Lord. € Thanks be to God.



Gospel: Luke 6:17-26
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

7[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of
his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast
of Tyre and Sidon.'®They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and
those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. **And all in the crowd were
trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.

29Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is
the kingdom of God. ?*“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.

22«Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and
defame you on account of the Son of Man. 2’Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for
surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the
prophets. 2*“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.
2>Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing
now, for you will mourn and weep. 2*“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that
Is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.”

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY (For quiet reflection.)
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Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.
Music: JusT as I Am, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*CREED

P Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
P The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are told to pray for
the church, the world, and all that God has made.

P Blessed are those whose trust is in you. Strengthen the faith of those who profess
your name and bring reassurance to those who doubt or fear. Through your church
speak continued blessing into the world. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

P Those who trust in you are like trees planted by streams of water. Bless fruit trees
with an abundant harvest. Protect rainforests from destruction. Restore land that
has eroded after deforestation. Resurrect woodlands after forest fires. God of
grace, C hear our prayer.

P Search the hearts of those who govern, that they lead with humility. Inspire leaders
to collaborate on policies that protect people and the planet. Sustain truth-tellers
and social movements that challenge society to become more honest and just. God
of grace, C hear our prayer.

P Send your blessings of mercy upon those who long for consolation. Tend to those
struggling with poverty, unemployment, or uncertainty. Provide for all who are
hungry. Console those who face persecution. Grant peace to all who suffer. God
of grace, C hear our prayer.

P Renew this congregation in our shared mission. As we plan and dream for the future
you are preparing, inspire us by the examples of Martin Luther and all the
reformers. Bless new projects and new ministry partnerships. God of grace, C hear
our prayer.

P Christ is raised from the dead, and so we cling to the hope of the resurrection. We
praise you for the lives of the saints who lived and died in the hope of eternal life
with you. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

P Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. C Amen.



*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and
to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask
you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy
Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so
that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with
heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed
to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy
church, now and forever. C Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

P Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.

Communion Hymn (For quiet reflection.)
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Text: John Foley, s1, b. 1939

Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, sy
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Post Communion Prayer

P We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your
house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened
with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. C Amen.

Blessing
P God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who
calls you by name, *F bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
C Amen.
Everyone Is Invited to Sing The Sending Hymn While Remaining Masked



*SENDING SONG

Dismissal

Christ,

ELW # 715
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

P Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031




Please be advised that worship services are recorded and/or
live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God in memory of Elwood Smith
by Jane Fagans and Gloria Guyer.

Winter Weather
If we experience severe winter weather on a Sunday morning, please check
Facebook and your email to see if in-person worship and Sunday school are

canceled. Please always use caution when driving and remember that services
are available by livestream and video. If in-person worship is canceled, a brief
Service of the Word will be livestreamed on Facebook.

Please notify the office if you need a telephone call when worship is canceled.

Office Hours This Week:
Pastor Traci — No office hours
Office Hours — Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (Lori Tremmel)

This Week Events
Today —  Worship in Sanctuary 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship in Sanctuary 10:30 a.m.
Deadline to Register for Snow Camp at Sequanota
Monday — Boy Scouts 6:30 p.m. FH
Tue.-Fri.  Pastor Traci is away for Professional Development at Sequanota
can be reached on her cell phone in case of emergency
(814-935-9267).
Sunday —  Worship in Sanctuary 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship in Sanctuary 10:30 a.m.

In order to protect our staff during this current surge in Covid cases, please visit
the office by appointment only at this time.



Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Pianist — Dr. Adam Smith
Our Organist — Mary Nelson
Our Missionary Family — On Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson
Our Administrative Assistant — Lori Tremmel
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Acolyte — Norah Kuster
Our Lector — Alan Kuster
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

First Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Local Needs”

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Carl & Dawn Alexy, John Aljets, Vivian
Beach, Verna Blough, Fred Brandenberg, Clyde Claycomb, Mary Creps, Betty
Helsel, Jere Hess, Audrey Hite, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Janet
Kreider, Ginny Sell, Dan Sinal, Don Smith, Bill Stahl, Norm Tremmel, Joy Williams.

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Pastor Denise Arpino, Cindy Barnes, Randy Barrett,
Diane Cappel, Greg Comer, Greg Dick, Brian Fleck, Jim Fritz, Shelby Gerrity,
George Gilbert Sr., Dan Hershberger, Joe Hinton, Ruth Hoenstine, Barrett Hoover,

Marilyn Horton, Tim Knauss, Darren Kreutzer, Mike Lovell, Karrie McCall &
Family, Betty McDowell, Rick Mclintyre, Nathan, Aunt Mica, Murtle Miller, Deb
Peters, Paul Ruth, Ginny Sell, Barbara Smith, Luther Steele, Cindy Thomas, Jack
Timm, Carol Weyandt, Jean White, Pete Williams, Jody Zelanko, and for our
Missionaries: Rev. Lesley Hand, On Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson.

Our college students: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jacob Orczeck.

Those Serving in the Army Overseas: Nathan Smith (Germany)

Photo Directory
Mike Lamborn and Carlos Lamborn will provide two more sessions for the new
Photo Directory on February 20 & February 27 after the 10:30 service.




Church Messenger

The February 2022 Messenger is now available at the St. Matthew Website
(stmatthewlc.com), and on your recent Email message from St. Matthew by using
the link listed in the body of the message. A paper copy of the Messenger is available
in the news rack in the church Narthex. By calling the church office at (814-793-
2413), you can request a paper copy to be sent by mail to your home. Do not hesitate
to call the church office if you need help in securing a copy of the Messenger. Your
readership, and articles are always appreciated.
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Snow Camp 2022
Friday, February 25™ to Saturday, February 26%
Camp Sequanota, Jennerstown, PA

Snow Camp is for 6" — 12 Graders
Games, Crafts, Food, Sledding, Worship, Learning
Accommodations in Sequanota’s Winterized Cabins

Join with youth from around the Allegheny Synod
As we regroup and rediscover what it means to take part in

Holy Community

Space is limited! Last day for registration is
February 13, 2022

Register Online at www.sequanota.com
See brochure on Narthex bulletin board for more information.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Andrew and Jenna Smith Lenhart upon the birth of their son,

Grayson Robert Lenhart on Thursday, January 13, 2022, in Frederick, Maryland.
Grayson is the brother to Levi Max, the grandson of Jeannie and the late Max Smith.
He is also the great grandson of Don Smith.



http://www.sequanota.com/

Volunteers Needed
Worship and Music Committee is looking for a volunteer to serve as Head Usher.
Responsibilities include scheduling Ushers for worship services; maintain a current
list of volunteers for Ushers; and Mentoring Ushers on new procedures, etc. Please
contact Jane Fagans at 793-4401 or text at 327-0786 if you would like to fill this
vacancy.

Since it has been several years since Ushers were needed for worship, the committee

thought perhaps it might be a good time to generate a new list of Usher VVolunteers.
If you would like to continue to volunteer or you would like to sign up as a new
volunteer, please sign up on the sheet posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex.
Thank you for your Service as Usher in St. Matthew’s ministry.

Worship and Music Committee will soon begin to have one Usher available in the
Narthex for the 10:30 a.m. worship services. Primary responsibilities will include
greeter, handing out bulletins, and offering assistance with communion elements and
name badges when necessary.

Martinsburg Food Pantry
Volunteers from Salem United Church of Christ, along with the regular volunteers, will
be assisting with the food distribution on Thursday, February 17. It will be open from
9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. and by appointment at other times for emergency food.

The February items most needed are: Tuna, Pasta/Rice Sides, Fruit, Scalloped
Potatoes, and Cleaning Supplies. Many Thanks for all the monetary and food
donations! Linda Smith

2021 Offering Statements are located in the Narthex. Please pick up your statement
and review it. If there are any questions, please contact Lori in the church office at

793-2413 between 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. If statements are not picked up by
February 27, they will be mailed.




