Seventh Sunday after Epiphany

February 20, 2022

8:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary

In response to current case numbers and in an effort to continue
being able to worship in person, we request that everyone mask
when inside the building regardless of vaccination status.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us
by name. C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Most merciful God,

C we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We
have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we
expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept
our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left
undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead
us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect
your love for all creation. Amen.

P Rejoice in this good news: In = Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are
descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors
of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. C Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray ... O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there
Is hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is
despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand,
and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.. C Amen



FIRST READING: Genesis 45:3-11, 15

3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?”” But his brothers
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

“Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said,
“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. >And now do not be
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me
before you to preserve life. °For the famine has been in the land these two years; and
there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. ‘God
sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you
many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. *Hurry
and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made
me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. °You shall settle in the land
of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s
children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. *I will provide for
you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your
household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.”” **And he kissed all his
brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PsALM 37:1-11, 39-40 (To be read responsively.)

Do not be provoked by evildoers; do not be jealous of those who do wrong.

2For they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass fade away.

3Put your trust in the LoRD and do good; dwell in the land and find safe pasture.

“Take delight in the LORD, who shall give you your heart’s desire.

*Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, and see what God will do.

*The LorD will make your vindication as clear as the light and the justice of your
case like the noon day sun.

"Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. Do not be provoked by the one who
prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.

8Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.

%For evildoers shall be cut off, but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land.

191 a little while the wicked shall be no more; even if you search out their place,
they will not be there.

11But the lowly shall possess the land; they will delight in abundance of peace.

$9But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD; you are their
stronghold intime of trouble.

Y ou, O Lorp, will help them and rescue them; you will rescue them from the
wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge.



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” **Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 3 And as for what you
sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some
other grain. 3But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own
body.

4230 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is
imperishable. “®It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is
raised in power. #It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
physical body, there is also a spiritual body. ®Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam,
became a living being”’; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. “But it is not the spiritual
that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. ' The first man was from the earth, a
man of dust; the second man is from heaven. ®As was the man of dust, so are those who
are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. *Just as we
have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

SO\What | am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

*Gospel: Luke 6:27-38

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 2“But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, 2pless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. ZIf anyone strikes you on
the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold
even your shirt. ¥Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your
goods, do not ask for them again. 3!Do to others as you would have them do to you.

32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. 3If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners do the same. **If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. *But love your
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and
you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. **Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; *give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you
give will be the measure you get back.”

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Pastor Traci

*HYMN OF THE DAY (For quiet reflection.)
| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW # 815
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*CREED

P Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

P The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for
the church, the world, and all that God has made.

P You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to
follow the leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to
show mercy just as we have first received mercy. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

P Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless farmers
and all who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather for
planting. Bring forth from buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard against
famine and disease. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

P Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace. Protect
all whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political prisoners and
amplify the voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence.
God of grace, € hear our prayer.

P Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend
broken relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen
and deliver all whose spirits are troubled. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

P You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to resolve
conflicts with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes, and
show love to those who are lonely or grieving. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

P We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom. As
you have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in faith by the
promise of resurrection. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

P Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. C Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and
to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask
you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy
Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so
that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with
heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed
to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy
church, now and forever. C Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

P Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.

Communion Hymn (For quiet reflection.)
Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether ELW # 470
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Text: Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936, alt.

Music: UNION SEMINARY, Harold Friedell, 1905-1958

Text © Oxford University Press 1931. Used by permission.

Music © 1957, 1985 H. W. Gray, admin. CPP/Belwin. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Post Communion Prayer

P We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your
house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened
with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. C Amen.

Blessing
P God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who

calls you by name, + bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.

C Amen.
Everyone Is Invited to Sing The Sending Hymn While Remaining Masked

*SENDING SONG Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty ELW # 777
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5 “Come to me, distressed and needy; 6 “Come to me, abandoned, orphaned;
I would be your trusted friend. lonely ways no longer roam.
Come and seek the gift I offer, Come and take the gift I offer,
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Text: Delores Dufner, osb, b. 1939
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © 1992, 1996 Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Dismissal
P Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031

Please be advised that worship services are recorded and/or
live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God in memory of Sandy Nelson
Johnson by Mary Nelson and family.

Winter Weather
If we experience severe winter weather on a Sunday morning, please check
Facebook and your email to see if in-person worship and Sunday school are

canceled. Please always use caution when driving and remember that services
are available by livestream and video. If in-person worship is canceled, a brief
Service of the Word will be livestreamed on Facebook.

Please notify the office if you need a telephone call when worship is canceled.

Doors and Lighting given in Memory of Gerald Hoover by his Children

New glass doors at the Maple Street entrance were installed in December,
replacing the original wooden red doors. The new doors are more compatible with
the security system and make the entrance hallway much lighter and brighter. The
glass doors also feature an “etched look™ Luther Rose emblem.

New overhead lighting has also been installed in both church offices. The new
lighting replaces the original overhead lighting, making the offices much lighter and
brighter.

Both projects were made possible through the generous gifts of Ken Hoover and
Anita Hoover in memory of their father, Gerald Hoover.

Photo Directory
Mike Lamborn and Carlos Lamborn will provide two more sessions for the new
Photo Directory on February 20 & February 27 after the 10:30 service.




Prayers and Christian Sympathy are asked for
» the family and friends of Ruth Hoenstine upon her death on February 12, 2022.
A J Hoenstine was her grandson and Jeff and Jay Hoenstine were her great
grandchildren.
» the family of Carol Weyandt, upon her death on Sunday, February 13, 2022.
Carol is the mother of Carla Brumbaugh.

2021 Offering Statements are located in the Narthex. Please pick up your statement
and review it. If there are any questions, please contact Lori in the church office at

793-2413 between 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. If statements are not picked up by
February 27", they will be mailed.

Office Hours This Week:

Pastor Traci — Wed. 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Office Hours — Mon. - Fri. 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (Lori Tremmel and volunteer on
Thurs.)

This Week Events
Today —  Worship in Sanctuary 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship in Sanctuary 10:30 a.m.
Picture taking in the Fellowship Hall following worship
Monday — Boy Scouts 6:30 p.m. FH
Wednesday Employee Meeting 10:00 a.m.
Yoga, Fellowship Hall 5:00 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. Snow Camp at Sequanota
Sunday —  Worship in Sanctuary 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship in Sanctuary 10:30 a.m.
Picture taking in the Fellowship Hall following worship

In order to protect our staff during this current surge in Covid cases, please visit
the office by appointment only at this time.



Church Messenger

The February 2022 Messenger is now available at the St. Matthew Website
(stmatthewlc.com), and on your recent Email message from St. Matthew by using
the link listed in the body of the message. A paper copy of the Messenger is available
in the news rack in the church Narthex. By calling the church office at (814-793-
2413), you can request a paper copy to be sent by mail to your home. Do not hesitate
to call the church office if you need help in securing a copy of the Messenger. Your
readership, and articles are always appreciated.

Martinsburg Food Pantry
Volunteers distribute food twice a month on the first and third Thursdays of the month
from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. and by appointment at other times for emergency food.

The February items most needed are: Tuna, Pasta/Rice Sides, Fruit, Scalloped
Potatoes, and Cleaning Supplies. Many Thanks for all the monetary and food
donations! Linda Smith

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Pianist — Dr. Adam Smith
Our Organist — Mary Nelson
Our Missionary Family — On Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson
Our Administrative Assistant — Lori Tremmel
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Acolyte — Gabby Decker
Our Lector — Elaine Smith
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

First Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Local Needs”




Prayers are needed for our homebound: Carl & Dawn Alexy, John Aljets, Vivian
Beach, Verna Blough, Fred Brandenberg, Clyde Claycomb, Mary Creps, Betty
Helsel, Jere Hess, Audrey Hite, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Janet
Kreider, Ginny Sell, Dan Sinal, Don Smith, Bill Stahl, Norm Tremmel, Joy Williams.

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Pastor Denise Arpino, Randy Barrett, Diane Cappel,
Greg Comer, Brian Fleck, Jim Fritz, Shelby Gerrity, Dan Hershberger, Marilyn
Horton, Tim Knauss, Darren Kreutzer, Carrie Lively, Mike Lovell, Kristen Malloy,
Karrie McCall & Family, Betty McDowell, Rick Mclintyre, Nathan, Aunt Mica, Deb
Peters, Linda Piper, Paul Ruth, Ginny Sell, Barbara Smith, Luther Steele, Cindy
Thomas, Jack Timm, Jean White, Pete Williams, Jim & Ginny Zeek, Jody Zelanko,
and for our Missionaries: Rev. Lesley Hand, On Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth
Hendrickson.

Our college students: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jacob Orczeck.
Those Serving in the Army Overseas: Nathan Smith (Germany)

Volunteers Needed
Worship and Music Committee is looking for a volunteer to serve as Head Usher.
Responsibilities include scheduling Ushers for worship services; maintain a current
list of volunteers for Ushers; and Mentoring Ushers on new procedures, etc. Please
contact Jane Fagans at 793-4401 or text at 327-0786 if you would like to fill this
vacancy.

Since it has been several years since Ushers were needed for worship, the committee
thought perhaps it might be a good time to generate a new list of Usher VVolunteers.
If you would like to continue to volunteer or you would like to sign up as a new
volunteer, please sign up on the sheet posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex.
Thank you for your Service as Usher in St. Matthew’s ministry.

Worship and Music Committee will soon begin to have one Usher available in the
Narthex for the 10:30 a.m. worship services. Primary responsibilities will include
greeter, handing out bulletins, and offering assistance with communion elements and
name badges when necessary.




