
Worship in the Home 

First Sunday in Lent, Year B 

February 21, 2021 
In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this 

church are not able to gather for worship as the body of Christ. 

While we cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of 

God and hold each other in prayer.  

 

Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with us all. Amen. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 

steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the 

one who is full of compassion. 

Fountain of living water, 

pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild 

what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing 

flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and 

restorers of the world you so love. Amen. 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of 

Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God 

remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen. 

  



Gathering Hymn   Create in Me A Clean Heart ELW # 188 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in 

the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift 

of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power 

over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

First Reading:  Genesis 9:8-17 
 

Psalm 25: 1-10 
1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies 

triumph over me.  
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are 

treacherous. 
4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you 

have I trusted all the day long. 
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 



7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according 

to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.  
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep 

your covenant and your testimonies. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22  
 

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10And just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 

torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
12And the Spirit immediately drove Jesus out into the wilderness. 13He was in the 

wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 

angels waited on him. 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the dominion of God has come near, 

repent, and believe in the good news.” 

Homily  

Reflection 

Here are metaphors for how we are right now: We are in a flood, drowning. We are 

wandering in the wilderness, afraid of the wild beasts, and, if we are being tested, we 

fail. We are surrounded by death and that imprisons us. But Jesus Christ comes 

preaching and in the power of the Spirit he comes to us now. His coming changes 

everything. Jesus has seen the dove coming, the end of the flood. Baptized into him, 

the Spirit comes to us, too. Jesus’ resistance to the evil one turns our wildernesses 

into places of peace with all creation and places where the angels serve. Baptized into 

him, we see our world with new eyes and are given strength to resist evil and take joy 

in the creation. Jesus’ cross and resurrection break open the captivity of death. 

Baptized into his death we are raised with him out of fear. The forty days of Lent 

invite us to remember again that we are baptized, to rejoice in God’s rainbow 

covenant with all creatures, and to be ourselves part of the sign of God’s love for the 

world. 

  



Hymn of the Day   We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus ELW # 451 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

On this first Sunday in Lent, let us pray boldly for all in need. 

Relying on you, O God of our salvation, we pray for the church throughout the world, 

that strengthened by the promises of baptism, we discern your way of truth and 

justice, and reject the attractive lures of evil. Sustain those Christians who are beset 

with temptations or hardship. Receive our prayers, O righteous God: In you we put 

our trust.  

Remembering Deaconess Elizabeth Fedde, we pray for all deacons and deaconesses, 

that they serve those in need with constancy and joy. Empower our congregation’s 

ministries of care, and provide the funds needed for service. Receive our prayers, O 

generous God: In you we put our trust.  

Grateful for a plenteous creation, we pray that you preserve the wild beasts and keep 

lands from being flooded by waters. Encourage the work of biologists, 

conservationists, and science educators, that we all come to appreciate more about 

the wonders that you create. Receive our prayers, O creative God: In you we put our 

trust.  



Distressed by injustice and violence, we pray for leaders who govern in our nation 

and around the world, that they strive for equality and concord in all things. Visit the 

people of Myanmar and Sudan and stem the might of tyrants the world over. Receive 

our prayers, O sovereign God: In you we put our trust.  

Alert to the difficulties of wintertime, we pray for all who are cold, for all the 

homeless, for refugees awaiting assistance, and for all whose employment requires 

them to endure brutal weather. Surround them with a community of concern. Receive 

our prayers, O warm-hearted God: In you we put our trust.  

Pained by the suffering of others, we pray for all who are sick, especially those we 

name here before you: . . .  We pray for all who have contracted COVID-19, for those 

who are bowed down by trials of any kind, for those who face natural disasters, for 

those whose suffering is known only to you. Comfort those who feel desolate. Give 

health and wholeness to all who suffer. Receive our prayers, O benevolent God: In 

you we put our trust.  

Praying also for ourselves, we ask your Spirit to accompany us through each 

wilderness that we must endure. Hear now the desires of our hearts. Receive our 

prayers, O tender and mighty God: In you we put our trust.  

We praise you for the Christians of time past, especially Polycarp and all the martyrs 

who died in their witness to you. Give us the faith that at the end, your rainbow will 

bring endless beauty to all things. Receive our prayers, O splendid God: In you we 

put our trust.  

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 

through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen. 

  



Sending Hymn   O Lord, throughout These Forty Days  ELW # 319 

 

Benediction 

Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Join us for fellowship on Zoom immediately following the postlude. 

Meeting ID 596-621-1441 Passcode 8675309 

 

Lenten Schedule 

 Sunday 9:30 AM Livestream 

 Monday, Friday 9AM Hymn Devotion 

 Tuesday & Thursday 9AM Morning Prayer 

 Tuesday 9PM Night Prayer 

 Wednesday 7PM Holden Evening Prayer w/Bible Study after on Zoom 

 Thursday 7PM Lenten Devotions on Zoom 

  
Prayers and Christian Sympathy are asked for…. 

• The family and friends of Kendall Lynn Lake, 5, and grandparents, James & Karen 
Mundorff, Friday, February 12, 2021. 

• The family and friends of Gene Henry upon his death on Wednesday, February 17, 2021  



Serving God and Us Today 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott 

Our Pianist – Dr. Adam Smith 

Our Administrative Assistant – Lori Tremmel 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant– Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Bill Brown 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

First Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Local Needs” 
 

 

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Shirley Acker, Carl & Dawn Alexy, John 

Aljets, Vivian Beach, Verna Blough, Fred Brandenberg, Clyde Claycomb, Donna 

Gearhart, Betty Helsel, Doris Henderson, Jere Hess, Gerald Hoover, Audrey Hite, Janet 

Kreider, Ginny Sell, Dan Sinal, Don Smith, Nancy Uber, Joy Williams.  

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Pastor Denise Arpino, Randy Barrett, Helena 

Bassler, Diane Cappel, Dwight Ciccotelli, Greg Comer, Mary Creps, Greg Dick, Brian 

Fleck, Jim Freyer, Vinnie Gunning, Erika Hallam, Betty Helsel, Dan Hershberger, 

Marilyn Horton, Joan Housel, Amber Itle, Michelle Iwanski, Jenny, James Kelly, Anna 

Klepser, Darren Kreutzer, Karrie McCall & Family, Kristen Malloy, Ryder McDermitt, 

Betty McDowell, Rick McIntyre, Nathan, Aunt Mica, Deb Peters, Alana Rhodes, Paul 

Ruth, Barbara Smith, Bill Stahl, Luther Steele, Cindy Thomas, Carol Weyandt, Pete 

Williams, Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Rev. Lesley Hand, On Eagle’s 

Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson. 

Our college students: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jacob Orczeck.  

Specialist Training in the Army: Nathan Smith 

Readings for the Week: Monday Psalm 77. Tuesday (commemoration of Polycarp, Bishop of 

Smyrna, martyr, 156) 1 Peter 3:8-18a. Wednesday Proverbs 30:1-9. Thursday (commemoration 

of Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, 1921) Psalm 22:23-31. Friday Genesis 16:1-6. Saturday Mark 

8:27-30. Second Sunday in Lent Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 

8:31-38. 

Reflection text: Gordon Lathrop. Intercessory Prayer: Gail RamshawPortions from Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship, All Creation Sings, and sundaysandseasons.com © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

Readings from Readings for the Assembly © 1995, 1996, 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Citations from 

the Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts. Scripture quotations 

from NRSV Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, adapted and edited with permission by 

Gordon Lathrop and Gail Ramshaw. 



THIRD CENTURY FUND (ENDOWMENT FUND) 

The Third Century Fund had good earnings year in 2020 and as a result has $5,437 

for distribution in 2021. You or your committee may request funding in writing by 

contacting David Lehman, chairperson or committee members Allen Kuster, Laura 

Orczeck, Beth Garner or Pastor Traci. 

Deadline to submit a request is Sunday, May 30, 2021. Funds will be distributed in 

June 2021. 

The following is from the by-laws of the Third Century Fund and outline the 

guidelines for fund requests. 

PURPOSE 

The St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund is 

established to encourage responsible Christian stewardship and to promote the 

mission of the congregation. In response to God’s love and mercy, the Endowment 

Fund seeks to enhance and expand the mission outreach objectives of St. Matthew 

Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Members and friends of St. Matthew congregation are encouraged to practice responsible 

Christian Stewardship by making contributions to the Endowment Fund. There are a 

variety of ways such gifts can be made such as, Cash, Securities, Bequests through wills 

or living trusts, Life insurance policies, charitable gift annuity and Life estates.  

The Endowment Fund provides financial support for the church in a manner that is 

separate from the expenditures normally funded by the annual operating budget of 

the congregation, 

USE OF THE FUND 

All contributions to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church Endowment Fund will be 

undesignated and added to the principal balance of the fund. The Endowment fund 

principal balance will be retained and only the dividend income will be used for 

annual disbursements.  

Consideration for awarding fund requests will be given using the following 

guidelines. 

1. Youth of all ages - scholarship support of congregational members and their 

children; for youth events, for church camps or similar Christian programs and 

education. 

2. Christian outreach ministries and missions of St. Matthew Lutheran Church, its 

members and the ELCA. 

3. Worship and music - support for the worship of St, Matthew. 

4. Capital Projects - major renovations or building projects of St. Matthew.  


