
Worship in the Home 

Second Sunday of Easter, Year B 

April 11, 2021 

In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this 

church are not able to gather for worship as the body of Christ. 

While we cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of 

God and hold each other in prayer.  

***You are invited to join Adult Sunday School from 9AM to 9:25AM 

on Zoom*** 

Prelude 

Announcements 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift 

of baptism. 
 

We thank you, risen Christ, for the waters where you make us new, leading us from 

death to life, from tears to joy. 
 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of 

rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups 

of cool water shared with strangers. 
 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your 

mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
 

Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
 

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is Risen. Christ is Risen indeed. Alleluia. 

  



Opening Hymn     Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain ELW # 363 

 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

  



Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace 

of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say 

and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 First Reading:  Acts 4:32-35 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held 

in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not 

a needy person among them, for as many owned lands or houses sold them and 

brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it 

was distributed to each as any had need. 

Psalm 133 
1How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity! 
2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, upon the beard 

of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. 
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. For there the 

LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore. 

Second Reading: 1 John 1:1 — 2:2  

Gospel: John 20:19-31 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Judeans, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 

so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 

if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he 

said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in 

the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them, and said, “Peace 

be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. 



Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas 

said to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

come to believe.” 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing, you may have life in his 

name. 
  

Reflection 

We see and sometimes touch wounds all around us, but these wounds are not usually 

life-giving. They are our own wounds and wounds we have caused in others. They 

are the wounds of a suffering humanity. But they are also the wounds the earth has 

suffered, not least at our hands. They are signs of our sin. But Sunday after Sunday, 

through word and sacrament, we encounter Jesus Christ, and we discover that he 

shares our wounds. He is risen, but the wounds of his crucifixion have not 

disappeared. These signs of God sharing our need and death have become instead the 

source of the Holy Spirit giving life, of forgiveness proclaimed to us and by us to 

others, and of peace in shared community. In faith, we may see and touch those life-

giving wounds by hearing the scriptures, by celebrating the holy communion, and by 

turning in empathy and with shared resources to our neighbors and our world. 

  



Hymn of the Day At the Lamb’s High Feast ELW # 362 

 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

On this second Sunday of Easter, let us pray for all in any need. 

O faithful God, grant the joy of your peace to our pastors, to all those who minister 

among us, and to all the baptized, especially during times of hardship. Help us to 

support one another’s churches, to cease rivalries, and to strengthen our ecumenical 

contacts. Hear our prayers for the church: Send us your peace, O God. 

Grant the beauty of your peace to all of nature, its springtime flowers, its wildlife, its 

terrains. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and save lands that have been misused. 

Inspire us to care for the whole of your creation. Hear our prayers for the earth: Send 

us your peace, O God. 

Grant the power of your peace to the nations of the world. Halt all impulses toward 

violence between nations, in our city streets, and inside our homes. Lead our 

government into wise decisions concerning migrants, especially the youths. Bring an 

end to ethnic prejudices in our land, and guide judges and juries to enact justice 

throughout each court proceeding. Hear our prayers for this country: Send us your 

peace, O God. 



Grant the abundance of your peace to all agencies of care in church and government. 

Show us the best ways to uphold and support those in need. Inspire children to share. 

Open our hearts to a world so filled with suffering, and make us always more 

generous with the gifts you have given us. Hear our prayers for a world of good will: 

Send us your peace, O God. 

Grant the well-being of your peace to all who suffer. Visit all who are ill, especially 

those suffering from Covid-19, those without access to the vaccines, and those with 

strained medical resources. Comfort with your merciful presence those who are 

distanced from family and friends and all who are lonely or distressed. Receive our 

prayers especially for . . . .Hear our prayers for the sick: Send us your peace, O God. 

Grant each of us the hope that comes with your peace. Comfort each of us in sorrow, 

and receive our silent requests… Hear us as we pray for ourselves: Send us your 

peace, O God.  

We praise you for embracing your people with the wounded arms of Christ, and we 

bless you for all who died in the faith. At the end of all things, bring us with them 

into your everlasting peace. Hear our prayers for life beyond our understanding: Send 

us your peace, O God.  

In praise for the new life you grant us in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting 

in your never-ending goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who taught us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen. 

  

  



Sending Hymn    Now All the Vault of Heaven  ELW # 367 

 
  



Benediction 

May our glorious God grant us a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 

Jesus. The God of life, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. 

Amen. 

Alleluia. Christ is Risen. Christ is Risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Join us on Zoom for Fellowship immediately following the postlude: 

log in 596-621-1441  passcode 8675309 

  

Readings for the Week: 

Monday Psalm 135. Tuesday Daniel 6:1-28. Wednesday Isaiah 26:1-15. 

Thursday Psalm 4. Friday 1 John 2:26-28. Saturday Luke 22:24-30. Third 

Sunday of Easter Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48. 

Reflection text: Gordon Lathrop. Intercessory Prayer: Gail Ramshaw 

Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, All Creation Sings, and 

sundaysandseasons.com © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with 

permission. 

Readings from Readings for the Assembly © 1995, 1996, 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 

Citations from the Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common 

Texts. Scripture quotations from NRSV Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America, adapted and edited with permission by Gordon Lathrop and Gail 

Ramshaw. 

 

Schedule: 

Monday, Friday 9AM Hymn Devotion 

Tuesday & Thursday 9AM Morning Prayer & 9PM Night Prayer 

Wednesday 7PM Holden Evening Prayer  

 

Council will meet via Zoom on Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Office Hours  

Pastor Traci: Monday 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Lori: Tuesday & Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Pastor Traci will be on retreat Wednesday—Saturday; contact by cell 814-935-9267 

or call Pastor McCaffery at 814-538-9036 for immediate pastoral emergency 

  



Serving God and Us  

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott 

Our Pianist/Organist – Dr. Adam Smith/Mary Nelson 

Our Administrative Assistant – Lori Tremmel 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant– Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Bill Brown 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

First Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Youth & Camping” 

 
THIRD CENTURY FUND (ENDOWMENT FUND) 

The Third Century Fund had good earnings year in 2020 and as a result has $5,437 for 

distribution in 2021. You or your committee may request funding in writing by 

contacting David Lehman, chairperson or committee members Allen Kuster, Laura 

Orczeck, Beth Garner or Pastor Traci. 

Deadline to submit a request is Sunday, May 30, 2021. Funds will be distributed in June 

2021. You can email Dave at: dlehman1@atlanticbb.net 

The following is from the by-laws of the Third Century Fund and outline the guidelines 

for fund requests. 

USE OF THE FUND 

All contributions to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church Endowment Fund will be 

undesignated and added to the principal balance of the fund. The Endowment fund 

principal balance will be retained and only the dividend income will be used for annual 

disbursements.  

Consideration for awarding fund requests will be given using the following guidelines. 

1. Youth of all ages - scholarship support of congregational members and their 

children; for youth events, for church camps or similar Christian programs and 

education. 

2. Christian outreach ministries and missions of St. Matthew Lutheran Church, its 

members and the ELCA. 

3. Worship and music - support for the worship of St, Matthew. 

4. Capital Projects - major renovations or building projects of St. Matthew.  

  



Stewardship Committee is in need of members. The committee’s main function is 

to help the congregation make use of their “Time & Talents”. The committee only 

has three members. Please email the church at: stmatthewluth@aol.com or call 

814-793-2413 to volunteer. 

 

 

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Shirley Acker, Carl & Dawn Alexy, John 

Aljets, Vivian Beach, Verna Blough, Fred Brandenberg, Clyde Claycomb, Donna 

Gearhart, Betty Helsel, Doris Henderson, Jere Hess, Gerald Hoover, Audrey Hite, Ruth 

Johnson, Janet Kreider, Harry Partner, Ginny Sell, Dan Sinal, Don Smith, Nancy Uber, 

Joy Williams.  

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Pastor Denise Arpino, Cindy Barnes, Randy Barrett, 

Diane Cappel, Dwight Ciccotelli, Greg Comer, Brian Fleck, Doris Henderson, Dan 

Hershberger, Marilyn Horton, Amber Itle, Jenny, Anna Klepser, Janet Kreider, Darren 

Kreutzer, Karrie McCall & Family, Chuck McGeary, Kristen Malloy, Ryder 

McDermitt, Betty McDowell, Rick McIntyre, Nathan, Aunt Mica, Deb Peters, Alana 

Rhodes, Paul Ruth, Barbara Smith, Luther Steele, Cindy Thomas, Carol Weyandt, Pete 

Williams, Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Rev. Lesley Hand, On Eagle’s 

Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson. 

Our college students: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jacob Orczeck.  

Specialist Training in the Army: Nathan Smith 
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