
The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

August 4, 2024 
 

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you 

add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center 

aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become 

familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation with 

our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here at St. 

Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Of the Land and Season booklet, page 1 (for Summer) 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 

*KYRIE 

OLS pages 2-3 

*HYMN OF PRAISE 

OLS pages 3-4 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray … O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts 

before us; we eat and are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the 

life that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.          

C: Amen. 

FIRST READING:2 Samuel 11:26—12:13a 

26When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for 

him. 27When the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and 

she became his wife, and bore him a son. 

  But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord, 12:1and the Lord sent Nathan 

to David. He came to him, and said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, 

the one rich and the other poor. 2The rich man had very many flocks and herds; 
3but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He 

brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his 

meager fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter 

to him. 4Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to take one 



of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he 

took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to him.” 
5Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, “As 

the Lord lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; 6he shall restore the 

lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.” 

 7Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: I 

anointed you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; 8I gave 

you your master’s house, and your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you 

the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added 

as much more. 9Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is evil in 

his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and have taken 

his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 
10Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, for you have 

despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 11Thus 

says the Lord: I will raise up trouble against you from within your own house; and 

I will take your wives before your eyes, and give them to your neighbor, and he 

shall lie with your wives in the sight of this very sun. 12For you did it secretly; but 

I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.” 13aDavid said to Nathan, 

“I have sinned against the Lord.” 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 51:1-12 (read responsively) 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3For I know my offenses, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 

 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 

 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

  



 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

 9Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 11Cast me not away from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 4:1-16 
1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to 

which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 

bearing with one another in love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the 

Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 

called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God 

and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

 7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 
8Therefore it is said, 

 “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 

  he gave gifts to his people.” 
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into 

the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended 

far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he gave were 

that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 

teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must no 

longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, 

by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the 

truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 
16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with 

which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth 

in building itself up in love. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

*GRADUAL HYMN Oh God Whose Word Well Planted      OLS page 4-5 



*Gospel: John 6:24-35 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they 

themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 

 25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when 

did you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are 

looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the 

loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for 

eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the 

Father has set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the 

works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe 

in him whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give 

us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 
31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them 

bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it 

was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives 

you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down 

from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this 

bread always.” 

 35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 

hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY  Pastor Traci 

  



*HYMN OF THE DAY Spirit, Open My Heart ACS #1043  

 

*NICENE CREED  

OLS page 5-6 



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A: Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let us pray for 

the church, the world, and all in need. 

A: O Wise One, your wisdom has been present in this world since its beginning. Pour 

out your wisdom into the hearts of the whole church, especially the newly 

baptized, lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

A: Holy God of all creation, you are the source of all life. Where the sun blazes hard 

and strong, bring a gentle breeze. In the places experiencing the cold of winter, 

bring your warmth. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

A: Compassionate God, help government leaders of this world unite for peace and 

justice. Humble all who hold authority, that power is directed toward a more just 

society. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

A: Bread of life from heaven, you feed us. Fill all who hunger with needed nutrition 

and open our hearts to eliminate hunger in this world. May we see a day when all 

are fed. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

A: O Wisdom of truth, help us to understand your will for the church. Be with 

congregations experiencing transition, redevelopment, and the exciting yet 

frightening path of newness. May your wisdom be found at every step. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

A: Redeeming God, we give you thanks for the lives and witness of your saints now 

departed. Bring your beloved into eternal glory, opening wide the gates to the 

heavenly banquet. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

P: We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into your holy 

keeping. C: Amen. 

*THE PEACE   

P: The peace of the LORD be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting that is comfortable 

for both you and them. 

 

*OFFERTORY HYMN   Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring  OLS page 7 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER  

OLS page 8 

An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;  

we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us: 



*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

OLS page 8 

 

*SANCTUS  

OLS page 8 

 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

OLS page 9 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

OLS page 10 

 

*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God OLS page 10 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  Seasons    OLS page 10 

POST COMMUNION HYMN   O Lord of the Blossom   OLS page 11 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION, BENEDICTION, & DISMISSAL  

OLS page 12 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031 

Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and 

 that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media. 

  



Serving God and Us 

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott  

Our Organists – Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree 

Our Missionary Family – Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings 

Our Administrative Assistant – Jen Ripka 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant – Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Phil Claar 

Our Assisting Minister – Elaine Smith 

Our Lector – Steve Oswalt 

Our Usher – Tina Harclerode 

Our Altar Guild – Elaine Buchart and Janet Stewart 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries” 

This Week at St. Matthew: 

814-793-2413: Office Hours 

   Pastor Traci is on vacation from 8/7 – 8/16. 

   In case of emergency call Pastor Ralph Hamer at 814-215-7333. 

Jen – Mon. Fri.: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

   The front entrance remains closed. Please call the church office if you need to 

   come inside, so you can be let in through the fellowship hall door. 

This Week Events  

 Today –   11th Sunday After Pentecost 

   Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 

 Tuesday –   Council Meeting 6:30 p.m., Window Room/Zoom 

 Sunday –   12th Sunday After Pentecost 

   Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 

   Service of the Word 

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Vivian Beach, Fred 

Brandenberg, Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, 

Audrey & Dan Kensinger.  
 

Prayer Concerns: Dawn Alexy, Amy & Family, Avery, Jim Barley, Virginia Barnes, 

Randy Barrett, Dave Brown, Kaye Burket, Tana Byler, Caleb, Diane Cappel, Phillip 

Claar, Dave Clayton, Greg Comer, Terry Creek, Brian Fleck, Ron Focht, Jim Fritz, 

Gloria Guyer, Joe Harteis, Rodger Hoover, Marilyn Horton, Michelle Iwanski, Baby 



James, Ruth Johnson, Darren Kreutzer, Darlene Krisco, Linda Lehman, Bill Lively, 

Kristen Malloy, Karrie McCall & Family, Betty McDowell, Rick McIntyre, Aunt Mica, 

Carl Miner, Charles Minnick & Family, Pat Mountain & Family, Nathan, Deb Peters, 

John Russell, Paul Ruth, Karyl Sawinski, Mary Scott, Susann Shimer, Jane Metz Short, 

Denny Smith (Shelly Hill), Dorothy Stahl, Jean Stonerook, Cindy Thomas, Steve 

Torres, Tiffany Townsend, Drew Wenzel, Susan Werner, Jean White, Joel Widmann, 

Pete Williams, Tom Woodrow, Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, 

On Eagle’s Wings. 

Away at School: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jeff Hoenstine. 

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer, 

Nathan Smith (Germany). 
 

 

Supplies for Food Pantry (K-5) 
 

 

 

When you are shopping, the Food Pantry is providing school supplies again 

for the school children in August. 

 

These following items are needed, and you can place them in the school box in the 

fellowship hall:  

Crayola Crayons (24 colors) 

12 pack of #2 pencils & large erasers 

Crayola washable markers (10 colors) 

Crayola colored pencils (24 color set) 

Highlighters (yellow, pink & green) 

Elmer’s large glue sticks (.77 oz.) 

8½x11 spiral notebooks (3 hole punched) 

Elmer’s washable school glue (4 oz bottle) 

 

  



Devotionals 

"Christ in Our Home" devotional booklets are available at the 

Usher's Station in the Narthex.  Please sign your name if you take 

one because we are trying to get an accurate count of how many we 

need to be ordering.  If you are unable to attend worship in person 

and want one mailed to you, please call the office.  

 

 

The 2024 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board. 

Altar Flowers are a perfect way to remember loved ones or to honor 

loved ones. The following dates are available: 9/29, 10/27, 12/1. 

Please sign up now for the Sunday you wish to place flowers on the 

Altar. Price - $40.00. If you would like a Sunday(s) you can also call 

the church office at 814-793-2413. 

 

Martinsburg Food Pantry 
 

Volunteers from the Martinsburg Mennonite Church will be helping to distribute 

food on Thursday, August 15 from 9:00 until 11:00 am, along 

with the regular helpers. 

 

If anyone harvests more vegetables or fruit than can be used, 

we will welcome it on the dates the pantry is open. 

 

Items most needed for August:  Cereal, Hamburger Helper, Ravioli, Mashed 

Potatoes, Peanut Butter 

 

Many thanks for all your donations, 

Linda Smith 
 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 


