The 17" Sunday after Pentecost

September 15, 2024
10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After
you add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward
the center aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that
you become familiar with our family in Christ. These
sheets help our pastor and congregation with our

ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite
you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Invocation to the Holy Spirit ~ Lani Smith, Composer

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:

C:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but
have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us
cause conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions
among ourselves. We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. In
your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us with grace in time of
need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

P: God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace
you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, the source of eternal
healing, your sins are forgiven.

C: Amen.

*OPENING HYMN You Are Holy ELW #525



*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*HYMN OF PRAISE

N Assisting minister

Glory to God
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Letus pray ... O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation,
and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the
gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
FIRST READING: Proverbs 1:20-33
20Wisdom cries out in the street;
in the squares she raises her voice.
LAt the busiest corner she cries out;
at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:
22“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing
and fools hate knowledge?
23Give heed to my reproof;
| will pour out my thoughts to you;
| will make my words known to you.
?4Because | have called and you refused,
have stretched out my hand and no one heeded,
25and because you have ignored all my counsel
and would have none of my reproof,
26 also will laugh at your calamity;
| will mock when panic strikes you,
2'when panic strikes you like a storm,
and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,
when distress and anguish come upon you.
28Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer;
they will seek me diligently, but will not find me.
29Because they hated knowledge
and did not choose the fear of the Lord,
would have none of my counsel,
and despised all my reproof,
Sltherefore they shall eat the fruit of their way
and be sated with their own devices.
32For waywardness kills the simple,
and the complacency of fools destroys them;
3but those who listen to me will be secure
and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.”
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



PsALM 19 (read responsively)
The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
’One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,
“their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the
world,
where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
°It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
®1t goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the
end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
"The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
OMore to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
1By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12Who can detect one’s own offenses?
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get
dominion over me;
then shall | be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14]_et the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.



SECOND READING: James 3:1-12

!Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make
many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to
keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of
horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. “Or look at ships:
though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. °So also the
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! ®And the tongue is a fire. The
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. "For every
species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been
tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil,
full of deadly poison. ®*With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse
those who are made in the likeness of God. °From the same mouth come
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 'Does a
spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? *2Can a
fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can
salt water yield fresh.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel: Mark 8:27-38
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

21Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the
way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered
him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the
prophets.” ?°He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered
him, “You are the Messiah.” 3°And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone
about him.

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be
killed, and after three days rise again. 3He said all this quite openly. And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him. *But turning and looking at his
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

3%He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow me. **For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 3For what will
it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 3"'ndeed, what can
they give in return for their life? 3Those who are ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HoMILY Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY How Firm a Foundation ELW # 796

*APOSTLES’ CREED

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A: Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the
church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.

A: We pray for the church throughout the world. Form us into communities of
forgiveness and grace. Help us to notice where you are calling us into new
relationships, and give us courage to embrace the uncomfortable and unfamiliar.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: We pray for the earth and all its inhabitants. Protect lands at risk of wildfire and
heal dying forests. Where fire brings destruction, raise up new growth. Guide us
in tending precarious ecosystems. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: We pray for those who govern nations, tribes, and cities. Open them to the cries
of people in need. Direct them in shaping policies that prioritize the health and
well-being of all who struggle with hunger and housing insecurity. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

A: We pray for all who are ill, all who are lonely or anxious, and all who grieve. Draw
them close to you and soothe them with the promise of your enduring love. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: We pray for teachers, professors, librarians, school administrators, staff, and all
who support the education of young people. Sustain them as they shape learning
communities, rooted in equity and authenticity. We pray for children of all ages in
their learning. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: We remember our beloved dead, who with the great cloud of witnesses bear
witness to your saving grace. Accompany us in our pilgrimage of faith, that we too
place our hope and trust in you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

P: We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your
beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.



*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By
these gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW # S144a
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW # S144b
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P:You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is
the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We
give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and
to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask
you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and
Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with
heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed
to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.



To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy
church, now and forever. C: Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S146
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
*INVITATION
P: Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.
COMMUNION HYMN We Come to the Hungry Feast ELW # 479
*BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Letus pray... Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity
at your table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.



*BENEDICTION

P: God all mighty, God most merciful + bless you, keep you, and give you peace.
C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross ELW # 660

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Follow Jesus. C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE  Hornpipe from Water Music George Frederick Handel, Composer

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in memory Carol J.
Weyandt by Barry and Carla Brumbaugh.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Lottie Ebersole
Our Lector — Ben Decker
Our Usher — Mike Lamborn
Our Altar Guild — Jackie Lightner and Laura Orczeck
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries”




This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours

Pastor Traci is away at Bishop Convocation.

May be reached at 814-935-9267 for emergencies.
Jen — Mon. Fri.: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today — 17" Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday — Mending Meal 11:00 a.m. —1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Thursday — Food Pantry 9:00 - 11:00 a.m., Allegheny St.
Sunday — 18™ Sunday After Pentecost

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Vivian Beach, Fred
Brandenberg, Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson,
Audrey & Dan Kensinger.

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Avery, Jim Barley, Virginia Barnes, Randy Barrett,
Tana Byler, Caleb, Warren Campbell, Phillip Claar, Dave Clayton, Greg Comer, Terry
Creek, Brian Fleck, Ron Focht, Jim Fritz, Joe Harteis, Rodger Hoover & Family,
Marilyn Horton, Michelle Iwanski, Baby James, Ruth Johnson, Darren Kreutzer,
Darlene Krisco, Linda Lehman, Bill Lively, Kristen Malloy, Karrie McCall & Family,
Betty McDowell, Rick Mcintyre, Aunt Mica, Carl Miner, Charles Minnick & Family,
Pat Mountain & Family, Nathan, Olga Perlov, Deb Peters, John Russell, Paul Ruth,
Karyl Sawinski, Jane Metz Short, Denny Smith (Shelly Hill), Dorothy Stahl, Jean
Stonerook, Cindy Thomas, Steve Torres, Tiffany Townsend, Drew Wenzel, Susan
Werner, Jean White, Joel Widmann, Pete Williams, Jody Zelanko, and for our
Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jeff Hoenstine.

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer,
Nathan Smith (German




The 2024 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board.
Altar Flowers are a perfect way to remember loved ones or to honor
loved ones. The following date Is available: 10/27. Please sign up

$40.00. If you would like a Sunday(s) you can also call the church
office at 814-793-2413.

Prayer Vigil

Alta I On Saturday, October 5, 2024 from 6:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. at St.

IS (1%  Matthew Lutheran Church has scheduled our annual World
Communion Prayer Vigil. Members are asked to commit one half
hour to pray for any concerns of a personal, church, or worldwide
nature. We hope to have enough participation to fill a twelve-hour
time period with continuous prayer. Please sign this sheet before Sunday, September
29, 2024. This is an excellent way for you to enrich your spiritual and prayer life.

Community Mending Meal at St. Matthew

XFavorite clothing in need of repair? X
Give it another chance!

Bring laundered clothes that need mending
to work on yourself or get help from our sewers.
Materials, machines, & expertise provided.

Free Light Lunch Served at 11:30AM

IMPLE MENDING

)R BOTH OR EITHER =)

Wednesday, September 18th from 11AM--1PM

St. Matthew Lutheran Martinsburg Fellowship Hall
115 E Penn Street (Maple Street Parking Lot)



Martinsburg Food Pantry

Volunteers from the Memorial Church of the Brethren will be
helping to distribute food on Thursday, September 19 from
9:00 until 11:00 am, along with the regular helpers.

If anyone harvests more vegetables or fruit than can be used, we will welcome it on
the dates the pantry is open.

Items most needed for September: Cereal, Ravioli, Vegetable Soup, Crackers,
Rice Sides, Peanut Butter

Many thanks for all your donations,
Linda Smith




*OPENING HYMN You Are Holy ELW #525
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ho - si - an - na, ho - si - an - na var Gud.
Sing ho - san - na! Sing ho - san - na to our God!

* May be sung in canon.

Text: Per Harling, b. 1945

Music: DU AR HELIG, Per Harling

Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America,
South America, and Central America, including the Caribbean.



*HYMN OF THE DAY

How Firm a Foundation

ELW # 796
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - 'ry trt - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, e ter - mnal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he  say than to  you he has  said
ru strength - en  you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The  flames shall not  hurt you; | on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dormn,
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American



COMMUNION HYMN

We Come to the Hungry Feast

ELW # 479
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1 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of  peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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To  hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God is
from hun - gry folk of ev - 'ty kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we eat our fill, the hun-ger will stay
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not de - nied. We come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still  we come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943

Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever

Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



*SENDING SONG

Lift High the Cross

ELW # 660
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - c1 - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of trt - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - a - fied for vic - to - ry!
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