
Worship in the Home 

Second Sunday after Epiphany, Year B 

January 17, 2021 
In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this 

church are not able to gather for worship as the body of Christ. While 

we cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of God and hold each other 

in prayer.  

Prelude 

Announcements 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

Opening Hymn O Day of Rest and Gladness  ELW # 521 

 



Prayer of the Day 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless 

blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more 

dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

First Reading:  1 Samuel 3:1-10[11-20] 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of 

the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 2At that time Eli, 

whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down 

in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down 

in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, 

“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I 

am, for you called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So Samuel 

went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went 

to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call, my 

son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of 

the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a 

third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 

me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said 

to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if the LORD calls you, you shall say, 

‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in 

his place. 
10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 

Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [11Then the LORD said to 

Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of 

anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have 

spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I 

am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his 

sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to 

the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice 

or offering forever.” 
15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. 

Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, 

“Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that 

the LORD told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, 

if you hide anything from me of all that God told you.” 18So Samuel told him 

everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “The LORD will do what 

seems good to the LORD.” 



19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the 

ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 

trustworthy prophet of the LORD.] 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20  

Gospel: John 1:43-51 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 

“Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 

Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found the one about 

whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 

Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to Philip, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 

Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an 

Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked Jesus, “Where did you get 

to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 

you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 

Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under 

the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And Jesus said to him, “Very 

truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son-of-Man.” 

Homily 

Reflection 

Sometimes we feel as if we have no word from God, no vision, no place to come and 

see what God is doing, no center in a time of alienation. But, as the Psalm says, God 

has seen us and known us. More: in our baptism, God has called us, like Samuel, 

Philip, and Nathanael were called. Listen to these texts more deeply. In Jesus Christ 

heaven has opened. For us, the angels of God ascend and descend upon him more 

surely than they did upon Jacob’s ancient Bethel (Genesis 28:12). In his death and 

resurrection, Jesus has become for us the lamp of God, the ark of God, and the house 

of God where we may come and see. The crucified and risen Christ, present in his 

word and sacraments — and present to us in the scriptures read in our homes — is 

today the place where we may meet God. Then, gathered into Christ’s body by the 

Holy Spirit, we become together the temple of God, our own bodies now dedicated 

to bearing witness to God’s love for our needy neighbors and for all the world. 

  



Hymn of the Day  Here I Am, Lord ELW # 574 

 

Prayers for Intercession 

As this week we observe the Week of Prayer for Christian unity, commemorate 

Martin Luther King, Jr., and inaugurate the new President of the United States, let us 

offer our laments and petitions to God. 



O God, we lament the times when our churches have rejected collaboration with your 

worldwide family of grace and we pray for your blessing on the Eastern Orthodox, 

Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Protestants, evangelicals, and independents, that all 

your people will follow your call to discipleship and grow deeper into our unity in 

Christ. O God, Shepherd of your people, hear our cries; In mercy, receive our 

prayers. 

We lament the ways that we and our society have misused your earth with selfish or 

short-sighted actions and we pray for an increased commitment to the care of your 

marvelous creation. O God, Gardener of the globe, hear our cries; In mercy, receive 

our prayers. 

We lament the occasions when our government has neglected the needs of the people 

and the calls for international cooperation, and we pray for President-elect Biden, for 

Vice President-elect Harris, and for all our elected members of Congress, that they 

fulfill their obligations to uphold and extend the common good. O God, Shield of the 

commonwealth, hear our cries; In mercy, receive our prayers. 

We lament the uncontrolled rage and the senseless violence that recently defaced our 

nation and we pray that peace reign in our streets, that our capital cities be safe, that 

all citizens come to accept the new administration, and that a spirit of reconciliation 

and cooperation mark the next stage of our national life. O God, Peacemaker in our 

land, hear our cries; In mercy, receive our prayers. 

We lament the decades of ethnic injustices and racial prejudice that brought such 

suffering to many residents of our country and we pray that you bless the Indigenous 

peoples, descendants of Africans, and all immigrants to this land, and that you form 

us into a nation in which all are honored in equal measure. O God, Liberator of the 

oppressed, hear our cries; In mercy, receive our prayers. 

We lament the unspeakable sadness that has been unleashed by the coronavirus here 

and around the world and we pray that you bring health to the sick, comfort to the 

dying, resilience to health workers, prompt vaccinations to everyone, and a lasting 

end to this scourge. O God, Physician and Nurse, hear our cries; In mercy, receive 

our prayers. 

We lament also our private sorrows and our hidden fears, and we pray that as with 

the boy Samuel, you speak to us in the night of our need. O God, Lover of our souls, 

hear our cries; In mercy, receive our prayers. 

  



We lament the lives of those who have died, in storms, in riots, and in sickbeds. We 

praise you especially for the life and legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr., and those we 

name here before you. . . and we pray that at the end, we join with all the members 

of your family in your presence. O God, eternal Arms of Mercy, hear our cries; In 

mercy, receive our prayers. 

Into your hands, O loving God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who taught us to pray:  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen. 

Sending Hymn  O Lord, Now Let Your Servant  ELW # 313 

 

Benediction 

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter + keep you in peace. Amen. 

  

Join us for fellowship on Zoom 596-621-1441  passcode 8675309  



Serving God and Us Today 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott 

Our Pianist – Dr. Adam Smith 

Our Administrative Assistant – Lori Tremmel 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant– Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Bill Brown 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

First Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Local Needs” 

 

Prayers and Christian Sympathy go to Mary Lou Hinish and family upon the 

death of her son, Stephen, Thursday, January 8, 2021. 

 

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Shirley Acker, Carl & Dawn Alexy, John 

Aljets, Vivian Beach, Verna Blough, Fred Brandenberg, Clyde Claycomb, Donna 

Gearhart, Betty Helsel, Doris Henderson, Gene Henry, Jere Hess, Gerald Hoover, 

Audrey Hite, Janet Kreider, Ginny Sell, Dan Sinal, Don Smith, Nancy Uber, Joy 

Williams.  

Prayer Concerns:, Amy & Family, Pastor Denise Arpino, Randy Barrett, Helena 

Bassler, Vivian Beach, .Greta Buchart, Diane Cappel, Dwight Ciccotelli, Greg Comer, 

Brian Fleck, Jim Freyer, Erika Hallam, Dan Hershberger, Marilyn Horton, Amber Itle, 

Jenny, James Kelly, Darren Kreutzer, Kristen Malloy, Rick McIntyre, Ryder 

McDermitt, Betty McDowell, Carol Metzgar, Nathan, Aunt Mica, Deb Peters, Alana 

Rhodes, Paul Ruth, Pstr. Scott Schul, Barbara Smith, Luther Steele, Cindy Thomas, 

Carol Weyandt, Pete Williams, Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Rev. Lesley 

Hand, On Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson. 

Our college students: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jacob Orczeck.  

Specialist Training in the Army: Nathan Smith 

 

 

Schedule 

Sunday 9:30 AM Worship Livestream on Facebook followed by fellowship on Zoom 

Monday, Friday 9AM Hymn Devotion 

Tuesday & Thursday 9AM & 9PM Morning & Night Prayer 

Wednesday 7PM Holden Evening Prayer followed by bible study After on Zoom 

 

  



Goal Setting: ALL Committees should be scheduling a meeting via Zoom to plan 

your 2021 Goals and to make sure who is on your committee for 2021. Per the 

Time & Talents there were no new additions to any committees. Also, remember 

to get this information to Lori by email by Sunday, January 31, 2021. 

 

Book Discussion 

Coming up in late February, we'll discuss the book "Year of Wonders: A Novel of 

the Plague" by Geraldine Brooks. This historical fiction novel concerns a 17th 

century English village and their response to an outbreak of Plague--timely as we 

continue to handle our own pandemic. As this is a little longer than our recent books, 

you may want to grab it now and get started; discussion will be at the end of next 

month. 
 
 
 

Readings for the Week:  

Monday (Confession of Peter; Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins) Matthew 16:13-

19. Tuesday (commemoration of Henry, Bishop of Uppsala, martyr, 1156) Acts 5:1-11. 

Wednesday Luke 18:15-17. Thursday (commemoration of Agnes, martyr, c. 304) Psalm 

62:5-12. Friday 2 Peter 3:1-7. Saturday Luke 10:13-16. Third Sunday after Epiphany: 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20. 

Reflection text: Gordon Lathrop. Intercessory Prayer: Gail Ramshaw 

Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, All Creation Sings, and 

sundaysandseasons.com © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with 

permission. 

Readings from Readings for the Assembly © 1995, 1996, 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 

Citations from the Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts. 

Scripture quotations from NRSV Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education 

of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, adapted 

and edited with permission by Gordon Lathrop and Gail Ramshaw. 

 

 

 


