The 19" Sunday after Pentecost

October 8, 2023
10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you
add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center
aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become
familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our
pastor and congregation with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home,
we invite you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, -+ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit
who makes our joy complete. C: Amen.

P: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

P: Steadfast and faithful God,

C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk
what we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known
and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and
your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our
neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

P:Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s
compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.

In & Christ, you are already and always forgiven. C: Amen.
*OPENING HYMN There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ELW # 588

*GREETING
P: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this
holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord. R

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that
we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord. R

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and
for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. R

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that
you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us
pray to the Lord. R

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by
the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your
merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

!God spoke all these words:
2] am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.
*You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
"You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. °Six days you shall labor and do all
your work.
2Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land
that the Lord your God is giving you.
13You shall not murder.
%Y ou shall not commit adultery.



15You shall not steal.
18 ou shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
17y ou shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.
1BWhen all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the
trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a
distance, %and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let
God speak to us, or we will die.” 2°Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for
God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do
not sin.”

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PsALM 19 (read responsively)
The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
2One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,
“their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the
world,
where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
°It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
°It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the
end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
"The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
1%More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
1By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12Who can detect one’s own offenses?



Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion
over me;

then shall | be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
141_et the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in
your sight,

O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] “°If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more:
>circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ.
8More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things,
and | regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ ®and be found in him,
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 1°1 want to
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, *if somehow | may attain the resurrection from
the dead.
12Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. **Beloved, | do
not consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, **I press on toward the goal
for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 3*When the
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce.
$But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.
%Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same
way. ¥’Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” 3¥But
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let
us kill him and get his inheritance.” 3°So they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. *°Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those tenants?” “They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the
produce at the harvest time.”
42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to
a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. #*The one who falls on this stone
will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

SWhen the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he
was speaking about them. 4°They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds,
because they regarded him as a prophet.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HoMILY Pastor Traci



*HYMN OF THE DAY My Song is Love Unknown LBW #94

n 1
\ I 1 | | 1 | 3
& !
y) [ | |
1 My song i1s love un - known, my Sav - ior’s love to me,
2 He came from his blest throne, sal - va - tion to be - stow;
3 Some-times they strew his  way and his sweetprais-es  sing;
4 Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite?
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flesh and die? My  Lord should take frail flesh and die?
life  did spend; who at my need his life did spend!
thirst and cry, and for his death they thirst and cry.
‘gainst him  rise; them - selves dis - please,and ’gainst him rise.
5 They rise, and needs will have 6 In life, no house, no home
my dear Lord made away; my Lord on earth might have;
a murderer they save, in death, no friendly tomb
the prince of life they slay. but what a stranger gave.
Yet cheerful he to suff’ring goes, What may I say? Heav'n was his home;
that he his foes from thence might free. but mine the tomb wherein he lay.

7 Here might I stay and sing—
no story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine.
This is my friend, in whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend!

Text: Samuel Crossman. c. 1624—1683
Music: RHOSYMEDRE, John D. Edwards, 1806—1885



*APOSTLES’ CREED

P:
C:

Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

God of all grace, you are the source of life and joy. Strengthen the resolve of your
church throughout the world, that together we press on toward the goal of your
heavenly call in Jesus Christ. God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

: God of all creation, you plant and nourish the earth as your own precious vineyard.

Bless fields and orchards and the hands of those who labor in them, that your
people are fed with an abundant harvest of good fruit. God of grace, C: receive
our prayer.

. God of all the earth, you desire peace and justice between nations and peoples.

Guide leaders of nations, states, provinces, and cities, that they faithfully govern
your people with wisdom, integrity, and compassion. God of grace, C: receive our
prayer.

: God of all compassion, in Christ, you lovingly poured yourself out like wine for

your people. Have mercy on all who mourn, who struggle with their mental health,
who cry out for justice, who hunger, and all in any need. God of grace, C: receive
our prayer.

. God of all steadfastness, you set Christ as the cornerstone and foundation of the

church. Build up this congregation as living stones, that it stands in the community
as a witness to your enduring faithfulness and love. God of grace, C: receive our
prayer.

: God of all hope, the saints who came before us lived and died with their hearts

fixed on you. We give you thanks for their faithful witness, and we wait with hope
for the great day when we join their voices in praise. God of grace, C: receive our
prayer.



P: Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.

*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring
your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which
all might be satisfied by your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with
manna from heaven.

You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his
coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger
and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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*INVITATION
P: Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.

COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God (Your Only Son) ELW # 336

*BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray... Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word,
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us
to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied.
In Jesus’ name we pray. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION

P: The God of glory, *F Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives
In you, bless you now and forever. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW # 596

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. God is at work in you. C: Thanks be to God.

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in memory of Pappy Zane
by Calleigh Wright.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Pianist — Dr. Adam Smith
Our Organist — Mary Nelson
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Financial Bookkeeper — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Melissa Fetzer
Our Lector — Jeff Hoenstine
Our Acolyte — Ben Decker
Our Usher — Tina Harclerode
Our Altar Guild — Elaine Buchart, Janet Stewart
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Fourth Quarter Ventures in Faith to “United Lutheran Seminaries”




Church Messenger

The October 2023 Messenger is now available at the St. Matthew Website
(stmatthewlc.com), and on your recent Email message from St. Matthew by using the
link listed in the body of the message. A paper copy of the Messenger is available in the
news rack in the church Narthex. By calling the church office at (814-793-2413), you
can request a paper copy to be sent by mail to your home. Do not hesitate to call the
church office if you need help in securing a copy of the Messenger. Your readership and
articles are always appreciated.

Help Wanted: Pianist/Organist
St. Matthew Lutheran Church of Martinsburg is seeking an accomplished pianist or
organist to accompany liturgical worship services 2 to 3 Sundays per month. If
interested, contact Rev. Traci Marriott at 814  935-9267 or
revtracimarriott@gmail.com for more information and application.

Martinsburg Food Pantry
The Food Pantry will be open for food distribution on Thursday, October 19™" from
9:00 until 11:00 a.m. Curryville Church of the Brethren will provide 3 or 4 people
to help distribute food, in addition to regular helpers. If anyone harvests more

vegetables or fruits than can be used, we will welcome it on the dates it is open!
Items most needed for October: Beverages, Vegetable Soup, Fruit, Pasta Sides and
Paper Towels. We appreciate your prayers and support! Thank You! Linda Smith

This Week at St. Matthew:
814-793-2413: Office Hours

Pastor Traci — Wed. 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Jen — Mon. — Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today - Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Christ Claysburg’s 175" Anniversary Service 3:00 p.m.
Monday — Cub/Boy Scouts, Scout Rooms 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday — Council Meeting, Window Room/Zoom 6:30 p.m.
Thursday —  Adult Day Workshop at Sequanota with Pastor Traci
*Please register with camp by Monday 814-629-6627
Sunday — Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Early Bird Deadline for The Weekend Youth Event



Prayers are needed for our homebound: Carl Alexy, Vivian Beach, Fred Brandenberg,
Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Janet
Kreider, Ginny Sell, Bill Stahl, Joy Williams.

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Randy Barrett, Caleb, Diane Cappel, Ted
Chipperfield, Dave Clayton, Greg Comer, Greg Dick, Brian Fleck, Ron Focht, Jim
Fritz, Marilyn Horton, Baby James, Darren Kreutzer, Carrie Lively, Kristen Malloy,
Ruth Marshall, Karrie McCall & Family, Betty McDowell, Kay McGraw, Rick
Mclntyre, Aunt Mica, Carl Miner, Charles Minnick & Family, Nathan, Deb Peters, Bob
& Annette Ritchey, Paul Ruth, Denny Smith (Shelly Hill), Cindy Thomas, Tiffany
Townsend, Drew Wenzel, Jean White, Joel Widmann, Pete Williams, Tim Wilson, Pat
Winston, Tom Woodrow, Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On
Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Camryn Gates, Jeff Hoenstine.

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer,
Nathan Smith (Germany).

The Weekend | ;Sedmmon |

Allegheny Synod Youth Event ~Uge
= Falth & Robert Frost
it Spiritual Insights from
fliees o0, 2023 Mother Nature’s Poet Laureate

Huntingdon, PA = ? g . K

Registration is Now Open
S10 deposit/ for Familes & Friend's - - —
. October 12th, 9AM-2:30PM ~
St. Matthew covers the remainder e
See Pastor Traci for forms & details with Pastor Traci Marriott

A%““l |1 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering
4 Please speak with Pastor Traci if you have any interest in attending
== the 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering July 16-20, 2024 in New Orleans.

J 2022 Audit The full church audit of 2022 is available in the church office.



*OPENING HYMN There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ELW # 588
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There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - ¢y, like the wide-ness of the sea;

2 There 1s wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;

3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 'Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it 1s some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in  God’sjus - tice which is  more than lib - er - ty.
there 1s mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing 1n  his blood.

and the heart of the E - ter-nal 1s most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg - er mer-cy through the fall.
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There i1s no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’'n.
There 1s grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;

But we make this love too nar - row by false lim -its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there 1is room for fresh «cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-m - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.

and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.




*HYMN OF THE DAY My Song is Love Unknown LBW #94
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I My song i1s love un - known, my Sav -ior’s love to me,
2 He came from his blest throne, sal - va - tion to be - stow;
3 Some-times they strew his  way and his sweetprais-es  sing;
4 Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite?
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but men made strange,and none the longed-for Christ would know.
re - sound-ing all the day ho - san - nas to their King.
He made the lame to run, he gave the blind their sight.
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Oh, who am I, that for my sake my Lord should take frail
But, oh, my friend, my friend in - deed, who at my need his
Then “Cru-ci - fy!” 1is all  their  breath, and for his death they
Sweet in - ju-ries! Yet they at these them - selves dis - please, and
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flesh and die? My Lord should take frail flesh and die?
life  did spend; who at my need his life did spend!
thirst and cry, and for his death they thirst and cry.
‘gainst him  rise; them - selves dis - please,and ’gainst him rise.

5 They rise, and needs will have
my dear Lord made away;
a murderer they save,
the prince of life they slay.
Yet cheerful he to suff’ring goes,
that he his foes from thence might free.

6 In life, no house, no home
my Lord on earth might have;
in death, no friendly tomb
but what a stranger gave.
What may I say? Heav'n was his home;
but mine the tomb wherein he lay.

7 Here might I stay and sing—
no story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine.

This is my friend,

in whose sweet praise

I all my days could gladly spend!

Text: Samuel Crossman. c. 1624—1683
Music: RHOSYMEDRE, John D. Edwards, 1806—1885



COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God (Your Only Son) ELW # 336
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rod and to be «called a lamb of God.
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God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the ho - ly Lamb of God. Oh, wash me
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in your pre-cious blood, my Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of  God.
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*SENDING SONG My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW # 596
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1 My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 Whendark-ness veils his love-ly face, I rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus - tainme in the rag - ing flood;
4  When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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no mer-it of my own I claim,but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
in ev-'ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then is all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous-ness a-lone, re - deemedto stand be - fore the throne!
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On Christ, the sol - id rock, I stand; all oth - er ground is
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sink -ing sand, all oth - er ground 1s sink - ing  sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 18161868



