Worship in Person & at Home
Reformation Day
October 25 & October 28, 2020

Reformation Day is observed annually in gratitude for the history of
the reformations of the church and as a call for continuing church
reform. “Ecclesia semper reformanda est:” the church is always in need of reform.
All Christians are called to work towards a church more faithful to baptismal
promises and more courageous in its one mission to the world.

Announcements
Prelude

Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and
all of creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Faithful God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your
sins are forgiven in the name of * Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in
freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen.

The Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen.



The Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm 46

!God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

>Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the
mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

3though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation
of the Most High.

>God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break
of day.

The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts
away.

"The LORD ofhosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has brought
upon the earth;

“behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and
shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.

10«Be still, then, and know thatI am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I
will be exalted in the earth.”

"The LORD ofhosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28



Gospel: John 8:31-36
The holy gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
31Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples; *?and you will know the truth, and the truth will make
you free.” 3*They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave
to sin. >>The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a
place there forever. 3*“So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Homily

The Prayers of Intercession

As we commemorate the Reformation this year, we do so in a time of pandemic.
With the ecumenical and global family, we bring our prayers for healing. And we
join with our siblings of other communions in joint service to the neighbor, in
restraint and vigilance, and in shared witness. Let us now pray for the world, the
church and all those in need.

God of mercy, throughout history, your goodness prevails. Open the hearts of all
people to discover the deep bond of community. Show us your goodness and mercy
that endure forever. Hear our prayer.

God of peace, bend that which is inflexible, the identity barriers that divide, the
attachments that thwart reconciliation. Bring peace in this world. Restore wholeness
among us and show us your mercy! Hear our prayer.

God, our healer, come to our aid as COVID-19 continues to spread, heal those who
are sick, protect families and friends from being infected. Support those in public
health and medical services. Strengthen our resolve to eradicate malaria, HIV &
AIDS, and all other diseases. Show us your mercy! Hear our prayer.

God of justice, hasten an end to suffering for those under the power of evil and every
form of oppression and greed. Give new life to all. Show us your mercy! Hear our
prayer.

God, rock and fortress, protect refugees, those without homes or security, all the
abandoned children. Help us always to defend human rights and dignity. Show us
your mercy! Hear our prayer.



God creator, all creation groans in expectation, convert us from exploitation. Teach
us to live in harmony with your creation. Show us your mercy! Hear our prayer.

God of mercy, strengthen and protect those who are persecuted for faith in you and
those of other faiths who suffer persecution. Give us the courage to profess our faith.
Your mercy endures forever. Hear our prayer.

God of life, heal painful memories, transform complacency and indifference, inspire
and sustain our ecumenical journey from conflict to communion, all of us branches
on the one vine, Jesus Christ. Show us your mercy! Hear our prayer.

God our sustenance, bring us together at your eucharistic table. Turn us to you and
one another. Nurture within and among us a communion rooted in your love. Your
mercy endures forever! Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Communion Liturgy

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Great Thanksgiving & Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

Music for Meditation During Communion

Benediction

God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of
the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the
church: Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Music to Send Us into the World for Service

Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.



For those worshipping in real time from home, Zoom Fellowship will be
available immediately after the 9AM Sunday service:
596-621-1441, passcode 8675309

Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and sundaysandseasons.com, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress.

Readings from Readings for the Assembly © 1995, 1996, 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Citations from the Revised Common Lectionary ©
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Schedule
Meetings — No meetings this week

In-Person Worship
Sunday: 9AM in the Sanctuary, 10:30AM in the Fellowship Hall
Wednesday: 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary

Online Worship

Sunday: 9AM Livestream from the Sanctuary

Monday & Friday: 9AM posted Hymn Devotions
Tuesday & Thursday: 9AM & 9PM Morning & Night Prayer

Online Study

Tuesday — Friday: Midday Kids’ Devotions

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Shirley Acker, Carl & Dawn Alexy, Verna
Blough, Fred Brandenberg, Clyde Claycomb, Betty Helsel, Doris Henderson, Gene
Henry, Jere Hess, Gerald Hoover, Janet Kreider, Ginny Sell, Dan Sinal, Don Smith,
Nancy Uber, Joy Williams.

Prayer Concerns:, John Aljets, Amy & Family, Pastor Denise Arpino, Randy Barrett,
Helena Bassler, Diane Cappel, Dwight Ciccotelli, Greg Comer, Brian Fleck, Jim Freyer,
Erika Hallam, Betty Helsel, Dan Hershberger, Marilyn Horton, Amber Itle, Jenny, Janet

Kreider, Darren Kreutzer, Kristen Malloy, Rick Mclntyre, Ryder McDermitt, Betty
McDowell, Nathan, Zowe Orczeck, Aunt Mica, Deb Peters, Alana Rhodes, Paul Ruth,
Barbara Smith, Connie Smith, Luther Steele, Wyatt Sweinhart, Cindy Thomas, Carol
Weyandt, Pete Williams, Ashley Zanfino, Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries:
Rev. Lesley Hand, On Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson.

Our college students: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jacob Orczeck.
Basic Training for the Army: Nathan Smith




**\Volunteers Needed**

In-person worship needs RECORDERS. We will need a designated recorder at each
service to take names and phone numbers to help with contact tracing in the event
that someone tests positive for COVID-19. This will be a one-person (or one-couple)
job for each of the three weekly services (9:00 a.m. Sunday in the nave, 10:30 a.m.
Sunday in the fellowship hall, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday in the nave—a different recorder
for each service). Recorders/VVolunteers will be able to take information from behind
a safety partition. If you are willing to help, please contact Lori at 793-2413 or
stmatthewluth@aol.com with your availability.

Serving God and Us Today

Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Pianist — Dr. Adam Smith
Our Administrative Assistant — Lori Tremmel
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant— Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Bill Brown
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Anna Klepser

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “United Lutheran Seminary”




