
Christ the King 

November 24, 2024 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

 

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After 

you add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward 

the center aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so 

that you become familiar with our family in Christ. 

These sheets help our pastor and congregation with our 

ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here at St. 

Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our refuge, our delight, our beginning 

and our end. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our sin. 

 

P: Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 

C: we confess that sin has taken hold of us and we are complicit in its power. 

We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. Unbind us and set us 

free. Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, that we may live just and 

generous lives for the good of your world and the care of our neighbors, 

following in the servant way of Jesus. Amen. 

 

P: These words are trustworthy and true: Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the 

cross, swallowing up death forever. For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven and God 

remembers your sin no more. Let your heart be glad again, and rejoice in your 

salvation. 

C: Amen. 

  



*OPENING HYMN  Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW #855 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE    Glory to God   ELW # S204a 

 

 

 

  



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray … Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to 

be priest and sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided 

by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

    C: Amen. 

FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 23:1-7 

1 Now these are the last words of David: 

 The oracle of David, son of Jesse, 

  the oracle of the man whom God exalted, 

 the anointed of the God of Jacob, 

  the favorite of the Strong One of Israel: 

 

 2 The spirit of the Lord speaks through me, 

  his word is upon my tongue. 

 3 The God of Israel has spoken, 

  the Rock of Israel has said to me: 

 One who rules over people justly, 

  ruling in the fear of God, 

 4 is like the light of morning, 

  like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, 

  gleaming from the rain on the grassy land. 

 

 5 Is not my house like this with God? 

  For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, 

  ordered in all things and secure. 

 Will he not cause to prosper 

  all my help and my desire? 

 6 But the godless are all like thorns that are thrown away; 

  for they cannot be picked up with the hand; 

 7 to touch them one uses an iron bar 

  or the shaft of a spear. 

  And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot. 
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

  



PSALM 132:1-12(read responsively) 

 1 Lord, remember David, 

  and all the hardships he endured; 

 2 how he swore an oath to the Lord 

  and vowed a vow to the Mighty One of Jacob: 

 3 “I will not come under the roof of my house, 

  nor climb up into my bed; 

 4 I will not allow my eyes to sleep, 

  nor let my eyelids slumber; 

 5 until I find a place for the Lord, 

  a dwelling for the Mighty One of Jacob.” 

 6 “The ark! We heard it was in Ephrathah; 

  we found it in the fields of Ja’ar. 

 7 Let us go to God’s dwelling-place; 

  let us fall upon our knees before God’s footstool.” 

 8 Arise, O Lord, into your resting-place, 

  you and the ark of your strength. 

 9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness; 

  let your faithful people sing with joy. 

 10 For your servant David’s sake, 

  do not turn away the face of your anointed. 

 11 The Lord has sworn an oath to David, and in truth, will not break it: 

  “A son, the fruit of your body, will I set upon your throne. 

 12 If your children keep my covenant and my testimonies that I shall teach 

them, 

  their children will sit upon your throne forevermore.” 

 

  



SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4b-8 
4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 

from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the 

faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us to 

be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

  every eye will see him, 

 even those who pierced him; 

  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen. 

  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was 

and who is to come, the Almighty. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW # S 205a 

 
  



*Gospel: John 18:33-37 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you 

the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 

others tell you about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own 

nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you 

done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom 

were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being 

handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate 

asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For 

this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. 

Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate asked him, 

“What is truth?” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY  Pastor Traci 

*HYMN OF THE DAY All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! ELW # 634 

*NICENE CREED  

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A: Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the 

church, and all of creation. 

A: Revive our congregations, synods, and national church body to reflect the love, 

justice, and kinship of your kingdom. Raise up diverse leaders who teach and serve 

your people. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

A: Nourish parched lands and bring relief to flooded places. Protect wildlife habitats 

and endangered species, that the chorus of creation’s praise resounds with joy. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

A: Grant wisdom to the leaders who govern, legislate, and deliberate on our behalf. 

Advance your nonviolent reign of justice-seeking love through their work. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

A: Draw near to those who are detained, on trial, or incarcerated. Transform systems 

of retribution into systems of reconciliation and restoration. Empower activists 

who advocate for change. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

A: Remind us of your enduring love in all seasons. Guide the planning efforts of 

worship leaders and volunteers who usher our congregation into a meaningful 

Advent. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

A: In your eternal presence the saints sing of your majesty. Join our voices with theirs 

in praise to the one who loves us and frees us from sin. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

P: We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all 

that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior. C: Amen. 

*THE PEACE   

P: The peace of the LORD be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting  

that is comfortable for both you and them. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;  

we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us: 

A: Let us pray … Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By 

these gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 
 



*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord  ELW # S207 

 
  



*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is 

the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We 

give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and 

to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 

thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask 

you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and 

Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with 

heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed 

to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.  
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy 

church, now and forever. C: Amen. 

*LORD’S PRAYER  

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

  



*THE AGNUS DEI    Lamb of God   ELW # S208 

 

*INVITATION 

P: Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new creation. 

COMMUNION HYMN The King of Love My Shepherd Is ELW # 502 

*BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. C: Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray… Faithful God, you have spread before us a feast of rich food and 

drink in the body and blood of your Son. Now send us out to labor with you, in 

service to the world you have made, and among the people you have made your 

home, in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 

*BENEDICTION 

P: God all mighty, God most merciful ☩ bless you, keep you, and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

*SENDING SONG  Lead On, O King Eternal! ELW # 805 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. C: Thanks be to God. 

*POSTLUDE 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031 

Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and 

 that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media. 
 

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God in memory of Gary Nelson 

from the Mary Nelson family. 



Serving God and Us 

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott  

Our Organists – Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree 

Our Missionary Family – Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings 

Our Administrative Assistant – Jen Ripka 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant – Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Phil Claar 

Our Acolytes – Ben Decker, Gavin Kuster, Norah Kuster 

Our Assisting Minister – Tina Harclerode 

Our Lector – Martie Gilbert 

Our Usher – Jeff Garner 

Our Altar Guild – Cindy Snyder and Jeannie Smith 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

Fourth Quarter Ventures in Faith to “United Lutheran Seminaries” 

This Week at St. Matthew: 

814-793-2413: Office Hours  
 

Pastor Traci is on vacation 11/25 –11/29.  

   In case of emergency call Pastor MJ Irvin-Stellabotte 814-934-9941 

 Jen – Mon. Wed.: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 

This Week Events  

 Today –   Christ the King 

  Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

   Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 

   Pie “Practice” Following Worship in the Fellowship Hall 

 Tuesday –   Knotty Ladies 12:30-3:00 pm, Quilting Room 

 Thursday –   Office Closed 

   Thanksgiving 

   Fellowship Hall in Use 

 Friday –   Office Closed  

 Sunday –   1st Sunday of Advent 

  Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

   Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 

   Lutheran Home Gingerbread Village 3:00 p.m., Hollidaysburg 

   Cove Christmas Love Presents Due 



Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Vivian Beach, Fred 

Brandenburg, Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, 

Audrey & Dan Kensinger. 

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Avery, Randy Barrett, Greta Buchart, Caleb, 

Warren Campbell, Phillip Claar, Dave Clayton, Greg Comer, Terry Creek, Brian Fleck, 

Ron Focht, Jim Fritz, Rodger Hoover, Marilyn Horton, Baby James, Ruth Johnson, 

Darren Kreutzer, Connie Lamborn, Linda Lehman, Bill Lively, Kristen Malloy, Karrie 

McCall & Family, Betty McDowell, Rick McIntyre, Aunt Mica, Carl Miner, Pat 

Mountain, Nathan, Olga Perlov, Deb Peters, John Russell, Paul Ruth, Karyl Sawinski, 

Denny Smith (Shelly Hill), Dorothy Stahl, Jean Stonerook, Cindy Thomas, Steve 

Torres, Tiffany Townsend, Drew Wenzel, Susan Werner, Jean White, Joel Widmann, 

Pete Williams, Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s 

Wings. 

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jeff Hoenstine, Lacey 

Ripka. 

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer, 

Nathan Smith (Germany). 
 

Prayers and Christian Sympathy are requested for the family of George 

Gilbert upon his death on Thursday, November 14th. 

Prayers and Christian Sympathy are requested for the family and friends 

of Audrey Hite upon her death on Saturday, November 16th. 

 

Martinsburg Food Pantry 
 

 

Volunteers will be assisting the regular volunteers with food 

distributions on the first and third Thursdays, December 5 

and December 19 from 9:00a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 
 

Items most needed for December are: Sunny Delight 

Drinks,Cereal (regular size), Fruit, Peas, Paper Towels 

 

Many thanks for all your help! 

Linda Smith 
 

 

 

 



 
Mitten Tree 

Coming soon will be the first Sunday in Advent, December 1, when you will see 

our annual "Mitten Tree" in our church narthex.   Please be thinking as you shop, or 

make, children’s mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, earmuffs, or socks to be hung on our 

"Mitten Tree" during Advent until December 22nd.  These will be distributed by the 

school nurses at Spring Cove Elementary Schools for children in need.   Let's help 

children have a warmer Winter!   

 

Cove Christmas Love 
The Martinsburg Ministerium is, again, helping to provide 

presents for Spring Cove School Children in need.  We will have 

an additional tree in the church narthex with tags identifying the 

Christmas wishes of the recipients.  Our congregation's goal for 

this year is to provide gifts for about 50 children through Cove 

Christmas Love, like we did last year.  The tree will be put up at 

the beginning of November with tags on it.  Please take a tag (or 

tags) telling child and child's gift wishes.  Shop for the item(s) listed on tag, but not 

exceeding $100. for each child.  Please return the unwrapped gift(s), WITH THE 

TAG, no later than Sunday, DECEMBER 1st. These unwrapped gifts will be 

distributed on Saturday, DECEMBER  7 at the Church of God.  You can direct any 

questions to Peggy Steinfurth or Linda Smith.  Thank you for sharing with the 

community as we help families in need at this time of Christmas cheer! 

 

 

 

Advent Devotionals provided by On Eagle’s Wings 

missionaries are available at the Usher Station. 

 
  



 
Care Packages 

The last project for the 2024 Social Ministry Committee will be making 

care packages for St. Matthew college students and military. We have 

received a grant from Thrivent Action Team to cover costs for the items 

and postage. The packages will be assembled on Monday December 2, 

at noon. All members of St. Matthew, especially the youth, are welcome 

to help. Lunch will be provided consisting of tacos. There will be cards for members 

to sign in the narthex to express our support. 

 

 
 

 
If you prefer to make your gift to Lutheran Disaster Response through a donation to 

St. Matthew, please designate which disaster and the amount on the memo line of 

your check or envelope. 

 



 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
This year's Annual Congregational Meeting will be held at the end of the 

10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, December 15th. Copies of the 

2025 Proposed Congregational Budget and the 2025 recommendations 

for Ventures In Faith and Special Envelopes are available at the usher 

station. The congregation will be asked to approve these proposals for 

2025 at the 2024 Annual Congregational Meeting If you have questions about the 

budget in advance of the meeting, please see Treasurer Beth Garner or Finance 

Committee Chair Jim Barley. 

 



 

Volunteers Needed and Donations Requested 
for Journey to Bethlehem 

 

Sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex for the following: 
 

--Help to set up scenes for Journey to Bethlehem. 

Please indicate your preferences and availability to help with setting up the 

sets.  Hopefully, we can accomplish the set-up during a few of the time frames 

allotted.  
 

--Donations for food for lunch for the cast members and helpers. 

We plan to serve soup, ox roast sandwiches, fruit salad, and dessert at lunch 

time for the cast and helpers.  If you would like to donate soup, meat, rolls, or 

a dessert, please indicate on the form that is posted.  We are serving salad and 

pizza for supper.   We will order in pizza.  
 

--Donations for cookies for refreshments for Journey to Bethlehem. 

Please indicate how many cookies you wish to donate for refreshments.  
 

Thank you for your willingness to volunteer and for your donations to enable our 

presentation of Journey to Bethlehem to be successful. 

 



*OPENING HYMN  Crown Him with Many Crowns   ELW #855 

 

  



*HYMN OF THE DAY All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! ELW # 634 

 

 

 

  



COMMUNION HYMN The King of Love My Shepherd Is ELW # 502 

 

 

  



*SENDING SONG  Lead On, O King Eternal! ELW # 805 

 

 


