
Fourth Sunday of Advent   

December 18, 2022 
9:30 a.m. Adult & Youth Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

 

Masks are optional but available in the narthex for anyone 

who feels more comfortable taking that precaution for themselves or on behalf of 

others. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

C Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess 

them to the one who is merciful and just. 

P God of new beginnings, 

C we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from 

your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another 

and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your 

way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your 

coming among us. Amen. 

P People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

  



*OPENING HYMN People, Look East  ELW # 248 

 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray … Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 

grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may 

receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. C Amen.  

  



*LIGHTING ADVENT CANDLES   

ADVENT LIGHTING HYMN          O Come O Come Emanuel (vs 4) 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep 

as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 

the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 

little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord 

himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear 

a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time 

he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows 

how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you 

are in dread will be deserted.” 

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

  



PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 (read responsively) 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are 

enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength 

and come to help us. 
3Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
4O LORD

 God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
5You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to 

drink. 
6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to 

scorn. 
7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you have made so 

strong for yourself. 
18And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your 

name. 
19Restore us, O LORD

 God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be 

saved.  

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

*Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

  



18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 

with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 

unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But 

just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 

for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and 

you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this 

took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 

Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he 

did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no 

marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  C Praise to you, O Christ. 

*HYMN OF THE DAY He Came Down That We May Have Love ELW # 253 

 

 

MESSAGE  Youth 

*CREED  

A Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 

yearns for new hope. 

A God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. Give 

discernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Take 

away our fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you are guiding us. God, 

in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

A God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous variety of 

life. Unite humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. Protect creatures 

and habitats in peril due to rising seas and warming temperatures. God, in your 

mercy, C hear our prayer. 

A God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and justice 

for all people. We pray for the work of international organizations that promote 

peace and human rights, especially Amnesty International. God, in your mercy, C 

hear our prayer. 

A God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants, 

refugees, and those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and families 

experiencing hunger, homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any who are 

isolated or lonely. God, in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

A God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks for 

gathering us in worship and fellowship, and we remember those who cannot be 

present. Watch over those who travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery. God, 

in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

A God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God forever. 

Shine upon the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your promise and bring 

us also into your blessed reign of peace. God, in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

A God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers 

and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.  

C Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING   

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  



PROPER PREFACE 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You 

comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

also make all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for 

creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your 

justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the 

suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming again in 

righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith, 

increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your 

holy Church, both now and forever. C Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen.  

THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 
INVITATION 

P Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

Note: White grape juice is available in the cups in the center of the trays. The Usher 

will invite the lectern side, then the piano side, then the back section forward for 

communion. 

BLESSING 

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  C Amen. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Let us pray… Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 

bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day 

when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy 

mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ 

our Savior and Lord. C Amen. 

BLESSING 

P God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace 

of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. C Amen. 

  



*SENDING SONG  Joy to the World (with bells)  ELW # 267 

 

Dismissal 

P Go in peace. Christ is near. C Thanks be to God. 

 
Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031 

Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and 

 that our worship service is video recorded. 
 

Please be advised that worship services are recorded and/or  

live-streamed on social media. 
 

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God in memory of Hazel Hoover 

by Rod (Bacon) Hoover and Family. 

 



 

Serving God and Us 

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott  

Our Pianist – Dr. Adam Smith 

Our Organist – Mary Nelson 

Our Missionary Family – On Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson 

Our Administrative Assistant – Lori Tremmel 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant – Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Phil Claar 

Our Lectors – Youth 

Our Acolyte – Calleigh Wright 

Our Altar Guild – Jackie Lightner, Jane Fagans 

Our Usher – Youth/Dennis Smith 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

Fourth Quarter Ventures in Faith to “United Lutheran Seminaries” 
 

 

Glasses: There was a pair of taped glasses found two weeks ago. If you lost them 

they are in the lost and found box under the mailboxes. 
 

 

Martinsburg Food Pantry 
Is open for distribution of food on the first and third Thursdays of the month from 

9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. There are 12 churches that help each month at the food 

pantry. 
 

Holiday Foods will be the focus in December: Beverages, Canned Meat, 

Potatoes, Stuffing Mix, Vegetables, Fruit. 

Please place any of these foods in the basket at church. Many thanks to all who 

generously gave all year to the Food Pantry! It is greatly appreciated! Linda Smith 

 

Prayers and Christian Sympathy are asked for Tom and Bobbie Fishburn upon 

the death of Bobbie’s brother David Bolger, Thursday, December 1, 2022.  



This Week at St. Matthew: 

814-793-2413  

Office Hours  

Pastor Traci – No office hours this week 

Lori Tremmel – Mon. – Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

 
 

This Week Events  

 Today – Worship/Youth Christmas Presentation in Sanctuary 10:30 a.m. 

  Candy pick up in Fellowship Hall following worship 

 Monday – Advent Concert to Benefit Sequanota 7:00 p.m. 

  No Scouts 

 Tuesday - Bible Study 4:00 p.m. via Zoom 

 Wednesday – Employee Meeting, Fellowship Hall 10:00 a.m. 

  No Yoga,  

  Advent Dinner, Fellowship Hall 6:00 p.m. 

  Longest Night Holden Worship Service, Sanctuary 7:00 p.m. 

 Thursday Homewood Communion Service 2:00 p.m. 

 Saturday - Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service 7:00 p.m. 

 Sunday –  No Sunday School 

  Lessons & Carols Worship Service in Sanctuary 10:30 a.m. 

Dec. 26-Jan 2 Church Office is closed and Staff is on Vacation. 
 

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Carl Alexy, Vivian Beach, Fred 

Brandenberg, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Audrey 

& Dan Kensinger, Janet Kreider, Ginny Sell, Dan Sinal, Don Smith, Bill Stahl, 

Joy Williams.  

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Pastor Denise Arpino, Randy Barrett, Bonnie 

Brobst, Diane Cappel, Dave Clayton, Greg Comer, Terry & Cathy Creek, Brian 

Fleck, Jim Fritz, Lindsey Garrison, Dan Hershberger, Marilyn Horton, Audrey 

Kensinger, Darren Kreutzer, Carrie Lively, Kristen Malloy, Karrie McCall & 

Family, Betty McDowell, Kay McGraw, Rick McIntyre, Aunt Mica, Charles 

Minnick & Family, Nathan, Deb Peters, Paul Ruth, Don Smith, Luther Steele, 

Cindy Thomas, Rev. Jack Timm, Jean White, Joel Widmann, Pete Williams, Jody 

Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Rev. Lesley Hand, On Eagle’s Wings, 

Elizabeth Hendrickson. 

Our college students: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Camryn Gates.  
 

Those Serving in the Army Overseas: Nathan Smith (Germany), Melody Estep. 



YOUNG ADULTS IN GLOBAL MISSION SEEKS VOLUNTEERS 

The ELCA’s Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program is ready for new 

volunteers! This year, for the first time since early 2020, YAGM participants are 

walking alongside our international neighbors. Now, it’s time for the YAGM team to 

find the next volunteers ready to step out into the world. Do you know one of them? 

Applications are now open, and you can invite young adults on this journey abroad 

for the 2023-2024 program year. If you know young adults aged 21 to 29, this is the 

time to reach out. Encourage them to apply for YAGM by the deadline of Feb.1, 

2023. (Priority deadline is Jan. 15, 2023.)  Through YAGM, young adults will learn 

what it means to serve in a spirit of accompaniment as they walk alongside global 

church companions. They’ll become immersed in a new community and form deep 

relationships. And they’ll confront issues of wealth and poverty, racial privilege, 

gender privilege, economic disparity and globalization, all through the lens of 

faith. Learn more at ELCA.org/YAGM. 

 

December Bible Study – Dreaming of Christmas 
We’ll study a different dream from Matthew’s Christmas story each Tuesday at 4PM 

on Zoom; the Zoom link will be sent out by email. 

December 20: Joseph’s Third Dream (Matthew 2:16-23) 

 

Longest Night Dinner & Worship 
People have celebrated the winter solstice since they first recognized the darkest time 

of year and therefore the beginning of a return to longer, brighter days. In recognition 

that this season can be difficult, especially for those who feel loss more keenly during 

the holidays, we will be gathering for dinner at 6PM and worship at 7PM on 

Wednesday, December 21st to spend the longest night together in community. 

  

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fyagm&srcid=323259&srctid=1&erid=efd8b499-ad8d-4477-ae70-123655d1ba57&trid=efd8b499-ad8d-4477-ae70-123655d1ba57


 

2023 Offering Envelopes 
Everyone who is a confirmed member or is a visitor and has requested envelopes 

receives Offering Envelopes.  

The Offering Envelopes will be MAILED directly to your homes monthly. 

January 2023 Offering Envelopes will be mailed in December 2022. 

Please do not use the “Initial Offering Envelope” until 2023. 

The other options for offering or tithing are below: 

Ways to Support St. Matthew 

Offering Envelopes: These are mailed to our contributors at their homes monthly. 

Person Bank Drafts if you would like to use this method contact your bank and have 

the donation taken from your bank account and sent to St. Matthew (usually 

monthly automatic bank drafts from your checking account. (There is no fee to 

the church or to you for this convenient donation.) 

“Simply Giving” by Vanco. If you would like to use the on-line program of 

automatic bank drafts/debit card from your checking account. (Forms are in the 

church office. Please see Lori. The church gets billed a monthly fee for this 

service.) 

Giving Online: Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring 

contributions from anywhere you have access to the Internet. Simply follow these 

easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at “www.stmatthewlc.com” 

2) Click on the “Give” button, (on the top white banner) 

3) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your 

recurring contributions. 

Mobile Giving: Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring 

contributions. Electronic giving offers convenience for individuals and provides 

much-needed donation consistency for our congregation. Simply follow these easy 

steps: 

1) Visit “Play Store on your mobile device” 

2) Find the “Vanco Payment” app (this is free) 

3) Click on the “Install” button 

4) Open the app on your device 

5) Follow the onscreen instructions to schedule your one time contribution or 

recurring contributions. (There is a processing fee at the time of the transaction. 

You have the choice to pay the fee for the church or have the fee taken from 

your donation.) 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the 

angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace 

of the Christ child this Christmas Season. 

Heavenly Father, continue to make our faith grow stronger and stronger in our ministry 
together 

From the staff of  
St. Matthew Lutheran Church: 

Pastor Traci, Lori, Laura, Phil, Adam, Camden, Mary and Jay. 

 


