Worship in the Home
Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day

April 12, 2020

In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this church are not able to
gather for worship as the body of Christ. While you cannot be together in person, we can
hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.

Prelude
Opening Hymn: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! ELW # 369
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1 Christ the Lord is ris’n  to - day; Al - le - lu - ia!
2 For  the sheep the Lamb has bled, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 Christ,the vic - tim un - de - filed, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Chris-tians, on this ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
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Chris-tians,has - ten ~ on  your way; Al - le - n - ia!
sin - less in the  sin - ner’s stead. Al - le - lu - ia!
God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled, Al - le - Iu - ia!
all  your grate-ful hom -age pay; Al - le - Ilu - ia!
n 1 1 1 1
| ——2— ' | N S E—
%w ’ % % = I E— "Ii' | }
of - fer praise with love re - plete, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris'’n  on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
when con-tend - ing  death and life, Al - le - lu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n  on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
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at the pas - chal vic - tim’s feet. Al - le - lu - ia!
now he lives, no  more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!
met in strange and awe - some strife. Al - le - lu - ia!
now he lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ial
Prayer of the Day

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of life.
Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward
the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Jeremiah 31:1-6



Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God's mercy endures forever.

2Let Israel now declare, ""God's mercy endures forever."

14The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation.

15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: " The right hand of the LORD acts
valiantly!

16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!"

71 shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.

8The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death.

%Open for me the gates of righteousness; | will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.

20"This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter."

21| give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation.

22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.

23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes.

24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Second Reading Colossians 3:1-4

Gospel Matthew 28:1-10

'After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see
the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven,
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. *His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as
snow. “For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not
be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. °He is not here; for he has been raised, as
he said. Come, see the place where he lay. "Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from
the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for
you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. °Suddenly Jesus met
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. “Then Jesus
said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

Reflection (This is for people who receive their bulletin in the mail.)

This Easter we are indeed in the wilderness, and our life is indeed hidden. But because of the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, we believe that the ancient promises to Israel are now extended to us. In the
resurrection, God loves you with an everlasting love. God will again build you. Christ is your life and you shall
appear with him. And today the Galilee where, by the power of the Spirit Jesus may be seen alive, is in our own
homes. Against all sadness, this is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Christ is risen.
Alleluia.

Prayers of Intercession
Dear members of God’s family: on this Easter Day marked by both sorrow and joy, our prayers for the church,
the world, and all in need include both heartfelt lament and fervent praise.

God our Sanctuary, we lament that we cannot gather today for public worship, that death stalks the church, and
that our sorrows and fears blunt our songs of Alleluia. Show the church your mercy: Your mercy endures
forever.

And yet around the globe we praise you for the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave, for our baptismal
washing in his life, for your presence come to us in the word, and for the hope the gospel brings. We praise you
for the church: Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

God our Creator, we lament that our lifestyles have harmed your creation and that our efforts to repair your
earth are now postponed. Show the earth your mercy: Your mercy endures forever.



And yet we praise you for the beauty of the natural world, for springtime flowers and budding trees, for the soil
and rain that nourish the crops. We praise you for the earth: Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

God our Governor, we lament that war and violence still rage, that countless people suffer injustice, that the
plight of refugees seems beyond solution, that appropriate governmental action is delayed and inadequate. Show
the world your mercy: Your mercy endures forever.

And yet we praise you that there is peace on our streets, that some elected officials and many aid agencies are
devoting themselves to save the people and to share our food, and that we are given connection to friends and
family through technology. We praise you for community: Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

God our Physician, we lament all who suffer, those we name here before you (especially. . .) but especially we
lament the coronavirus and its incalculable suffering, the many thousands sick, the fear instilled, the loss of
employment, the cancelation of plans, the overflow in hospitals, the scarcity of supplies, the exhaustion of
medical staff. Show all the needy your mercy: Your mercy endures forever.

And yet we praise you for health and well-being wherever it thrives, for the dedication of medical workers, for
the goodwill of volunteers, for the generosity of benefactors, and for the comfort we receive from the power of
the resurrection. We praise you for healing: Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

God our Life Eternal, we lament the thousands dead and the sadness of all who mourn, and we remember before
you all who have died in the faith. Show to all humanity your mercy: Your mercy endures forever.

And yet here we join in our Alleluias, and we praise you on this Easter Day for your promise of an endless
banquet of joyous life in your presence, when disease and sorrow will be no more. In life and death we praise
you: Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who are Source of life, Word of salvation, and Power of mercy, into your
hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your compassionate might, for the sake of him who lived,
died, and rose for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who taught us to pray...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

The blessing of the living God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain you, keep you from harm,
and fill you with courage. Amen.

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Join us on Zoom: Meeting ID 596-621-1441 Password: 8675309

Postlude



Closing Hymns: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW # 365
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1 Je - sus Christ is r1is’n to - day, Al - le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let wus sing, Al - le - In - ia!
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - 1ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - lu - ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - lo - ial
un - to Christ, our heav’'n-ly Kking, Al - le - lu - ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al - le - lu - ia!
praise e - ter - nal as  his love; Al - le - lu - ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - lu - ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - Iu - ial
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - Iu - ia!
praisc him, all you heav'n-ly host, Al - le - Iu - ia!
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ia!
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ia!
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - Iu - 1a!



Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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1 Now all the vault of heav’'n re - sounds
2 E - ter - nal is the gift he brings,
3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with daunt - less love;
4 A - dor - ing prais - es now we bring
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in praise of love that still a - bounds:  “Christ has
there - fore our heart with rap - ture sings: “Christ has
set heart and will on things a - bove that we
and with the heav'n-ly bless - ed sing: “Christ has
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tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!” Sing, choirs  of
tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!” Now still  he
con - quer through your tri - umph; grant grace suf -
tri - umphed! Al - le - lu - ial” Be to the
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an - gels, loud and clear! Re - peat their song of glo - ry
comes to  give us life and by his pres-ence stills all
fi - cient for life’s day that by our lives we tru - ly
Fa - ther, and our Lord, to Spir - it blest, most ho - ly
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here: “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!
strife.  “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!”
say: “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!”
God, all  the glo - 1y, nev - er end - ing!
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Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - Iu - ia, al -le - Iu - ia!

ELW # 367



Schedule for Week of April 12th

Worship

Tuesday-Friday: Morning & Night Prayer—9AM & 9PM, Facebook

Tuesday-Friday: Kids’ Devotions & Otto Sings Camp’s Greatest Hits—Midday, Facebook
Tuesday: Camp Sequanota Worship—7PM, Zoom

Sunday: Camp Sunday Worship—Wear Your Camp Shirt!—10:30AM Facebook, 11:15 Zoom

Meetings
Tuesday: Council Meeting—6:30PM, Zoom
Wednesday: Worship & Music—6PM, Zoom

Readings for the Week:

Monday Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24. Tuesday Colossians 3:12-17. Wednesday Matthew 28:1-10. Thursday Psalm
16. Friday 1 Corinthians 15:1-11. Saturday Song of Solomon 8:6-7.

Second Sunday of Easter (commemoration of Olavus Petri, priest, died 1552; Laurentius Petri, Bishop of
Uppsala, died 1573; renewers of the church) Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31.

Reflection material: Gordon Lathrop. Intercessory Prayer: Gail Ramshaw

Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and sundaysandseasons.com, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress.

Readings from Readings for the Assembly © 1995, 1996, 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Citations from the Revised
Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts. Scripture quotations from NRSV Bible,
Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America, adapted and edited with permission by Gordon Lathrop and Gail Ramshaw.

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Shirley Acker, Verna Blough, Fred Brandenberg, Jim Calvert,
Clyde Claycomb, Betty Helsel, Doris Henderson, Gene Henry, Jere Hess, Gerald Hoover, John Klepser,
Betty Jane Moore, Ginny Sell, Dan Sinal, Don Smith, Nancy Uber, Joy Williams.

Prayer Concerns: John Aljets, Jerry Allen, Pastor Denise Arpino, Randy Barrett, Elaine Buchart, Jim
Calvert, Dwight Ciccotelli, Donna Corle, Greg Comer, Brian Fleck, Shari Gilbert, Dan Hershberger,
Marilyn Horton, Amber Itle, Jillian, Melissa Johnson, Dan Kensinger, Janet Kreider, Darren Kreutzer, Bill

Lively, Sandy Loomis, Kristen Malloy, Savannah McCready, Ryder McDermitt, Betty McDowell, Aunt
Mica, Deb Peters, Alana Rhodes, Paul Ruth, Barbara Smith, Michele Smith, Luther Steele, Jim Stoudnour,
Matt Straesser, Cindy Thomas, Dave Tremmel, Carol Weyandt, Pete Williams, Robert Winston, Todd
Yingling, Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Rev. Lesley Hand, On Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth
Hendrickson.

Those Serving Overseas: Kyle Guyer & Colin Guyer — Middle East




Ways to Support St. Matthew
Giving Online: Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions and view
your complete online giving history from anywhere you have access to the Internet. Simply follow these
easy steps:
1) Visit the church website at “www.stmatthewlc.com”
2) Click on the “Give” button, (on the top white banner)
3) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your recu
BarCode Offerings:
1) Visit “Play Store on your mobile device”
2) Find QR Code (this app is free)
3) Click on the “Install” the app
4) Open the app on your device
5) Scan the BarCode: (follow the prompts)
a) in the bulletin OR b) in the Messenger OR c) on the church website above

THIRD CENTURY FUND (ENDOWMENT FUND)
The Third Century Fund had a good earnings year in 2019 and as a result has $5,025 for distribution in 2020.
You or your committee may request funding in writing by contacting David Lehman, chairperson at
DLEHMANI@ATLANTICBB.NET

Deadline to submit a request BY EMAIL OR MAIL is Sunday May 24, 2020. Funds will be distributed in
June 2020.
The following is from the by-laws of the Third Century Fund and outline the guidelines for fund requests.

PURPOSE

The St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund is established to encourage
responsible Christian stewardship and to promote the mission of the congregation. In response to God’s love
and mercy, the Endowment Fund seeks to enhance and expand the mission outreach objectives of St. Matthew
Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Members and friends of St. Matthew congregation are encouraged to practice responsible Christian Stewardship
by making contributions to the Endowment Fund. There are a variety of ways such gifts can be made such as,
Cash, Securities, Bequests through wills or living trusts, Life insurance policies, charitable gift annuity and Life
estates.

The Endowment Fund provides financial support for the church in a manner that is separate from the
expenditures normally funded by the annual operating budget of the congregation,

USE OF THE FUND
All contributions to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church Endowment Fund will be undesignated and added to the
principal balance of the fund. The Endowment fund principal balance will be retained and only the dividend
income will be used for annual disbursements.
Consideration for awarding fund requests will be given by using the following guidelines.
1. Youth of all ages- scholarship support of congregational members and their children; for youth events,
for church camps or similar Christian programs and education.
2. Christian outreach ministries and missions of St. Matthew Lutheran Church, its members and the ELCA.
3. Worship and music - support for the worship of St, Matthew.
4. Capital Projects- major renovations or building projects of St. Matthew.
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