The 25" Sunday after Pentecost

November 19, 2023
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you add
your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center aisle.
Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become familiar
with our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation with our
ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here at St.
Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, in whose image we are made, who
claims us and calls us beloved. C: Amen.

P: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

P: Holy One,

C: we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your
gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image
in one another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.

P: Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through + Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are

called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation
of the world. C: Amen.

*OPENING HYMN As We Gather at Your Table ELW # 522

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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In_ peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
9]
DA
(~>
J
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*HYMN OF PRAISE

N Assisting minister

Glory to God
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther:

Te - ceive our  prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One,

you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-1ly Spir - it,
——— e — — I i
1@9“9—7—& — D ‘ » 7 -
in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ...Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its
peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and
wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

FIRST READING: JUDGES 4:1-7

'The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. ?So
the Lord sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor;
the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. 3Then
the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of
iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years.

“At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. >She used
to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of
Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. 6She sent and summoned
Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The Lord, the
God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten
thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. 7l will draw out
Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his
chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.” ”

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PsSALM 123 (read responsively)
To you I lift up my eyes,
to you enthroned in the heavens.
2As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, and the eyes of a
maid to the hand of her mistress,
so our eyes look to you, O Lord our God, until you show us your mercy.
3Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy,
for we have had more than enough of contempt,
*too much of the scorn of the indolent rich,
and of the derision of the proud.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

!Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to
have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of
the Lord will come like a thief in the night. *When they say, “There is peace and
security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon



a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! “But you, beloved, are not in
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; >for you are all children of light
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not
fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; “for those who sleep
sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong
to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a
helmet the hope of salvation. °For God has destined us not for wrath but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 1°who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. ' Therefore encourage one
another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e -ter - nal life Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-1lu - 1a.

*Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned
his slaves and entrusted his property to them; *to one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
18The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them,
and made five more talents. 1’In the same way, the one who had the two talents
made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and
dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. °After a long time the master
of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 2*Then the one who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master,
you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” ?His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.” 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying,
‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’
23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been



trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.” *Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you
did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; ?>so | was afraid, and |
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” °But his
master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where
| did not sow, and gather where | did not scatter? 2’ Then you ought to have invested
my money with the bankers, and on my return | would have received what was my
own with interest. ?8So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten
talents. 2°For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.””
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY Soon and Very Soon ELW # 439

*APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A: Gracious God, you give talents and gifts to all your people, and you equip the
church to serve. Turn us from fear and self-serving ways, that we use our talents
to glorify you and encourage our neighbor. Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is
great.



A: You have been our dwelling place from one generation to another. Sustain the life
of the planet; protect farmlands and harvests. Direct all people in wise stewardship
of all the earth’s resources. Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is great.

A: You call us to honesty and integrity. Instill these values in the hearts of all nations
and their leaders. Free any who are oppressed, expose all corruption, and bring
redemption to victims of injustice. Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is great.

A: You teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. Where there is
sickness or sorrow, bring healing, and where there is loneliness, reveal your love
in community. We remember before you. Hear us, O God, C: Your mercy is
great.

A: We pray for the faith formation ministries of our church. Give to all children,
youth, and adults who study your word the breastplate of faith and love. Shape us
by your love and show us how to encourage one another. Hear us, O God, C: Your
mercy is great.

P: Gracious God, you are faithful in all generations. For the promise of life and rest
and for the witness of those who have died in faith we praise your goodness. Hear
us, O God, C: Your mercy is great.

P: We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray... God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered
around your table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them
that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich
blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. C: Amen.



*GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW # S144a
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW # S144b
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: surrounded by evil and bordered
by death, we appeal to you, our Sovereign, our Wisdom, our Judge.

We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace and promised an end
to injustice and harm.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, the sacrifice of his life and death and the victory of his
resurrection, we await with all the saints his loving redemption of our suffering
world.

Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine and on all who share in the body
and blood of your Son: teach us your mercy and justice, and make all things new
in Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S146
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
*INVITATION

P: There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table.

COMMUNION HYMN | Received the Living God ELW # 477

*BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray... Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us
on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and
give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way.. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION
P: May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls
us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!

The blessing of God, Sovereign, = Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and
always. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG My Lord, What a Morning ELW # 438
*BLESSING OF THE HUNTERS AND TABLE GRACE

*DISMISSAL
P: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #5B105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in memory of our
grandson Ryan Smith by Dennis and Margie Smith.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Financial Bookkeeper — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Martie Gilbert
Our Lector — Amanda Decker
Our Acolyte — Gabby Decker
Our Usher — Jeff Garner
Our Altar Guild — Jackie Lightner, Tina Harclerode
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Fourth Quarter Ventures in Faith to “United Lutheran Seminaries”

This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Wed. 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Jen — Mon. — Wed. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Office Closed Thursday and Friday

This Week Events

Today - Blessing of the Hunters
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Fellowship Meal After Worship
December Messenger Deadline

Monday — Staff Meeting, Window Room 10:00 a.m.
Cub/Boy Scouts, Scout Rooms 6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall in Use 5:00-8:00 p.m.



Thursday —  Thanksgiving Day

Fellowship Hall in Use 7:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Sunday — Christ the King

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Carl Alexy, Vivian Beach, Fred
Brandenberg, Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson,
Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Janet Kreider, Ginny Sell, Bill Stahl.

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Randy Barrett, Caleb, Diane Cappel, Ted
Chipperfield, Phillip Claar, Dave Clayton, Greg Comer, Greg Dick, Brian Fleck, Ron
Focht, Jim Fritz, Rodger Hoover, Marilyn Horton, Baby James, Darren Kreutzer,
Linda Lehman, Carrie Lively, Kristen Malloy, Ruth Marshall, Karrie McCall &
Family, Betty McDowell, Kay McGraw, Rick Mcintyre, Aunt Mica, Carl Miner,
Charles Minnick & Family, Nathan, Deb Peters, Bob & Annette Ritchey, Paul Ruth,
Dennis Smith (Lock Mtn.) Denny Smith (Shelly Hill), Cindy Thomas, Tiffany

Townsend, Lyndsay Tremmel, Drew Wenzel, Jean White, Joel Widmann, Pete
Williams, Pat Winston, Tom Woodrow, Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries:
Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Camryn Gates, Elizabeth Haffling,
Jeff Hoenstine.

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer,
Nathan Smith (Germany).
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Fellowship Meal
The annual Fellowship Meal will be held today, immediately following worship.

The Fellowship Committee will provide a pulled pork sandwich (regular and slider
size) and a beverage. Table service will be provided as well.

We look forward to this time of fellowship and thanksgiving. Hope to see you
there!

Fellowship Committee



Reminder: Annual Meeting

This year's Annual Congregational Meeting will be held at the end of the

* 10:30AM worship service on Sunday, December 3rd. Copies of the 2024

2. Proposed Congregational Budget and the 2024 recommendations for

i Ventures In Faith and Special Envelopes are available at the usher

station. The congregation will be asked to approve these proposals for

2024 at the 2023 Annual Congregational Meeting If you have questions about the

budget in advance of the meeting, please see Treasurer Beth Garner or Finance
Committee Chair Jim Barley.

Cove Christmas Love

The Martinsburg ministerium is again helping to provide presents for
children in need through Cove Christmas Love. We will have an additional
.. tree in the nave with tags identifying the Christmas wishes of the recipients;
et our congregation's goal for this year is to provide 90 presents through this
‘ initiative. Please take a tag (or tags) no later than Sunday, December 3rd
and shop for the items listed, returning them WITH THE TAG no later than Sunday,
December 10th. You can direct any questions to Peggy Steinfurth. Thank you for
sharing with the community in this time of Christmas cheer.

‘} Martinsburg Food Pantry \

Volunteers from the local churches assist the regular helpers

— Several churches are providing Thanksgiving dinners for food
pantry families that would like to prepare turkey dinners themselves.

We appreciate your prayers and support!
Thank you for all your donations! Linda Smith




N For Sale: A 12’ x 21’ roll of high-quality indoor/outdoor, coffee
=1 colored carpeting. It was origninally purchased to replace the outdoor
carpeting at the main entrance. After tearing up the old carpeting, it
was discovered that the concrete was detioriated and determined that

L carpeting will no longer be used there. Stop in at Cove Flooring to take
a look or call the church office.

Church Messenger

The November 2023 Messenger is now available at the St. Matthew Website
(stmatthewlc.com), and on your recent Email message from St. Matthew by using
the link listed in the body of the message. A paper copy of the Messenger is available
in the news rack in the church Narthex. By calling the church office at (814-793-
2413), you can request a paper copy to be sent by mail to your home. Do not hesitate
to call the church office if you need help in securing a copy of the Messenger. Your
readership and articles are always appreciated.

Lykion 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering
A%II“I |1 Please speak with Pastor Traci if you have any interest in attending
p/t == the 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering July 16-20, 2024 in New Orleans.

Dr. Adam Smith, Piano

St. Matthew Lutheran Church The Weekend

Allegheny Synod Youth Event
115 East Penn Street, Martinsburg (Qrhdes 6-12

Friday, December 15th, 7PM
to benefit

Camp Sequanota

December 8-10, 2023
Huntingdon, PA

~

Sy Registration is Now Open
S10 deposit/ for Familes & Friends -
SN St. Matthew covers the remainder
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See Pastor Traci for forms & details



*OPENING HYMN As We Gather at Your Table ELW # 522
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turmmour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry tll we claim it as our own;

Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try Kknown.
may we still  be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing  joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*HYMN OF THE DAY

Soon and Very Soon

ELW # 439

Text: Andraé Crouch, b. 1945
Music: VERY SOON, Andraé Crouch
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1 Soon and ver - y soon
2 No more cry - in’ there, . he Ki
3 No more dy - in’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
4 Soon and ver - y soon
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soon and ver - y soon
no more cry - in’ there, ., he Ki
no more dy - in’ there, we are  goin’ to see the King,
soon and ver - y soon
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soon and ver - y soon
no more cry -in’ there, ., he Ki
no more dy - in’ there, we are goin’ to see the King.
soon and ver - y soon
1.2,3
9 ) ! dl F' P P di )] di 7 i [ -
@J ! ] . —& 2 >
Hal-le - lu - jah,  hal-le - lu - jah, we’re goin’ to see the King!
‘ Coda after stanza 4
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jah, hal - le - lu - jah, hal - le - lu - jah.

Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




COMMUNION HYMN | Received the Living God ELW # 477

Refrain
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of joy
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of  joy.
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1 Je-sus said: I am the bread, knead-ed long to give you life;
2 Je-sus said: I am the way, and my Fa - ther longs for  you;
3 Je-sus said: I am the truth; come and fol - low close to me.
4 Je-sus said: I am the life, far from whom no thing can  grow,
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you who will par-take of me need not ev - er fear to die.
SO I come to bring you home to be one with us a - new.

You will know me in your heart, and my word shall make you  free.
but re - ceive this liv - ing bread, and my Spir - it you shall know.

Text: Anonymous
Music: LIVING GOD, Anonymous



*SENDING SONG

My Lord, What a Morning

ELW # 438

Refrain
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My Lord, what a morn-ing; my Lord, what a morn - ing; oh,
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my Lord, what a morn-ing, when the stars be-gin to fall.
n ] L i |
yam" = jl J\/ dhl o '
@ Vv iﬁ . 4P— i ©
/s & e '
I You will hear the trum-pet sound,
2 You will hear the sin - ner cry, to wake the na-tions un-der - ground,

3 You will hear the Chris-tian shout,
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look-ing to my God’s right hand, when the stars be-gin to fall.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BURLEIGH, African American spiritual



